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Institution of the Penicuik Curling Club

20th January, 1815

At a meeting of curlers held in the Inns of Mr James Dods, Penicuik, it was
observed that in order to produce that improvement in curling, which when put in
competition with our neighbours was so much wanted, the curlers in the Parish should
constitute themselves into a society to be entitled the “Penicuik Curling Club” and by
conferring some honorary distinction upon merit, it would naturally create an
emulation which would terminate in improvement.  The above proposition was
unanimously agreed to and the following members were appointed as committee to
draw out a copy of articles and to consult with the other curlers in the Parish upon
the subject.

Mr John Allan, President
John Aitken, Walston
William Davidson, Coates
William Campbell, Penicuik
James Dods, Penicuik
James Jackson, Clerk

Regulations

1. That as the principal object of the Society is to promote a keener and more
extensive practice of curling in the Parish, it is agreed that there shall be a
game played once a year by the members, of such a description as the
Committee shall appoint the gainer of the game to be the President of the Club
for the ensuing year.

2. That in order to give a still greater stimulus to improvement, Sir George Clerk
has generously undertaken at his own expense to purchase a silver medal each
year, which shall be given to the gainer of the game.

3. That immediately after the conclusion of said game, the Club shall partake of
a dinner, after which, they must all individually submit to be tried respecting
their knowledge of the curling word, and shall be fined of such a sum as the
judges may think their deficiency entitles them, the highest fine not to exceed
6d, and it shall be an invariable rule and which the President must attend to;
that after drinking two bowls of punch, the reckoning shall be called, so that
after every member may be at liberty to depart.

4. Every member belonging to the club must consider himself bound to attend the
annual meeting, but if prevented by particular circumstances, he must send
1/6, which along with fines will be deposited in a fund to defray the expenses
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of carrying the stones to a neighbouring Parish, etc. in the event of being
engaged in a game.

5. That at each general meeting a Committee shall be chosen consisting of five,
viz: President, Treasurer, Clerk and other two or three of which will make a
quorum: in the event of the honorary president living at a distance, there shall
be an acting president chosen residing in the village, who shall regulate all the
affairs of the society, but shall not preside at the annual meeting, that honour
being reserved to the gainer of the game.

6. That on the event of any member taking on a game, he shall give intimation to
the acting president, his sanction being necessary to confirm the engagement,
and upon agreeing to it, he shall mutually endeavour to inform the rest of the
club which may be required to play.  But if it be found out of their power
conveniently to warn those at a distance, the president shall procure one to do
so, which shall be paid out of the funds.  Before the playing of the game, the
President shall appoint the skips of each rink together with those who shall
accompany him, it being considered they shall be as nearly situated to the
ordinary rule of play as circumstances will admit, and it is hoped every
member will agree without reluctance to his appointment.

The members taking on such a game must regulate the numbers rather
within the number of the club, as no person will be admitted to play who is not
a member, and the President must observe that such as are not needed, must
be taken in at next game.

7. Although it is to be wished that the members were curlers of such distinguished
parts as to consider it imprudent to hazard their reputation in joining as usual
in a Parish game, yet it shall be considered that every member is at liberty to
take on a game for the whole Parish as formerly, until the club at any future
period shall consider it imprudent to do so.

8. No person shall be admitted a member who is not in the practice of curling and
it is understood that every member shall have two good curling stones of his
own, and any person wishing to become a member, must intimate the same to
any of the committee, a majority of which will be sufficient to enrol him.  The
entry money will be 6d which shall likewise go to the funds and a majority of
the committee alone is empowered to administer the word, any member found
imprudently acting contrary to this rule shall be expelled from the club.

9. As we must endeavour to act in conformity with our neighbours in all the
minutiae of the game, such as sweeping, standing, length of rinks, etc. the
regulation in the particular shall be inserted in the minutes as we find they
may agree or vary with our neighbours.

10. The Clerk shall begin with giving an account of the first game of the society
and continue in giving an exact history of all its succeeding games mentioning
the gain and loss of each rink, which account shall be read at the next annual
meeting.
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11. Any member who shall continue in speaking after the President has called him
to order three times, he shall be fined of three pence for the first offence which
is to be doubled in his persisting.

19th December, 1815

At a general meeting held in the Inn of Mr James Dods this evening, the above
articles were read by the Clerk which were unanimously agreed to, and directed the
first annual competition game to be played as soon as the ice would permit.

29th January, 1816

The first annual competition was played this day.  Sir George did the Club the
honour to conduct it, which he did in the most handsome manner and to the
satisfaction of all.  The medal was gained by Mr John Allen, Merchant, Pencuik, as
will be seen by the following table, it being the exact state of play.

Rules for playing for the medal as made out by Sir George Clerk

1. The medal to be played for by any member of the Club.
2. The rink to be 42 yards in length from one tee to the other.
3. There are to be three kinds of trial for the medal, four ends of each, viz:-
4. Drawing: how any stone played so as to be completely within a circle, 8 feet

diameter, round the tee counts one.
5. Striking: how any stone which strikes a stone placed on the tee completely

out of the 8 feet circle, counts one.
6. Inwicking: how one stone placed on the tee and another on the

circumference of the 8 feet circle and every stone which touches both,
counts one.

7. The player who makes the greatest number of points is to the winner.
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Names Drawing Striking Inwicking Total
1 James McLean 1 1 1 1 1 5
2 William Thomson 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
3 John Thomson 1 2 3
4 John Renton 1 1 1 1 4
5 John Brown,

Auchinc.
2 2 1 1 6

6 William Dewar 1 1 2 1 5
7 William Campbel 1 1 2 1 5
8 James Dods 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 9
9 Alexander Brown 1 2 2 5
10 James Jackson 1 1 1 2 5
11 Luch Finleson 1 1 1 1 1 5
12 Andrew Harper 1 1 1 3
13 John Brown,

Penicuik
1 1 2

14 William Davidson 1 1
15 Andrew Noble 2 1 1 1 5
16 Alexander Dewar 1 2 2 1 6
17 John Allan 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 12
18 John Aitken 1 1 2 2 2 8
19 John Kedie 1 2 1 1 1 6
20 James Niven 1 1 1 3
21 John Lawson 1 1 1 3
22 James Kerr 1 1

After playing the above game, the Club retired to the village and partook of
their annual dinner, after which the members were individually tried respecting their
knowledge of the word and fined according to their deficiency.

Mr Lawson proposed that each new member who should be found swearing or
making an oath should be fined.  Which produced considerable discussion but the
majority were of the opinion that as this club was not a religious institution, it was
going beyond its proper limits to interfere in that matter as when agitated, which not
infrequently happens the best designing may be led into the error, contrary either to
their wish or usual practice.  Therefore before the adoption of any measure to prevent
it, it was sincerely recommended that the member in general should be much upon his
guard against such an unchristian and ungentlemanly practice.

It was likewise proposed that the thanks of the Club be given to Sir George for
his elegant present of the medal, and for the handsome manner in which he conducted
the game, and agreed to unanimously; and appoint Mr Allan to deliver the same in
name of the society; the Club likewise agreed that an account of the game should be
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inserted in the Edinburgh Newspapers.  The following Committee were chosen to
prepare the same, viz:- Messrs John Aitken, William Campbell, Alexr. Brown, James
McLean, James Dods, and James Jackson, Clerk, which finished the business of the
evening.

The following account of the game was inserted in the Edinburgh papers:

The annual competition game of the Penicuik Curling  Club was played upon Penicuik Pond on 29 th January; the ice
was particularly fine gave members an opportunity of displaying those skills in curling, which can only be the result
of extensive practice.  The prize, being an elegant medal, presented to the Club by Sir George Clerk, was gained by Mr
John Allan, Merchant, Penicuik by a majority of 4 shots, after which the members retired to Mr Dods’ inn and partook
of an excellent dinner, and spent the evening in that innocent and convivial harmony which characterises that ancient
and amusing game of Caledonia.  The thanks of the meeting were unanimously voted to Sir George for his elegant
present of the medal and for the handsome manner in which he conducted the game.

It is with the most pleasant emotions that we have to insert in the minutes the
happy termination of the first game in which the Club has been engaged, an account
of which was inserted in the Edinburgh papers, as follows:

In consequence of an agreement, 12 members of the Merchiston Club met 12 members of the Penicuik Club
upon Merchiston pond in the vicinity of Edinburgh.  The game was played upon three rinks, and after a keen contest,
victory was declared in favour of Penicuik on each rink.  The first rink gained 20 shots, the second 9, and the third 4,
making on the whole 33 shots.  The day being fine, the game gave amusement to a great number of spectators.

1st March 1816

Match between the Penicuik and Merchiston Curling Clubs

It is to be regretted that an unfortunate misunderstanding should have
brought out the Merchiston players to Penicuik at this advanced season of the year.
The ice upon the pond being so remarkably ill, obliged us to have our rinks at least
one half shorter than our usual play, especially the one which met with such a heavy
loss was not above 15 yards.  The Merchiston curlers being accustomed to short rinks,
it must have given them a double advantage, at the termination of the contest, victory
was declared in favour of the Merchiston curlers by a majority of 16 shots.

2nd March 1816

Our loss was fully made up on the ensuing day in a game with the parish of
Lasswade and our Club.  Our players had certainly the more honour in gaining it, on
account of the social meeting they had the preceding night with the Merchiston
players and there is little doubt but that the Lasswade players were anxious to get
that advantage.  The following which was put in the newspapers is a state of the game.

A curling match took place on the 2nd inst. between 13 players of the Lasswade Parish and 13 of Penicuik
Club divided into three rinks.  Victory was decided in favour of Penicuik, as follows:- The first rink gained 12 shots,
the second 12 and the third 9 making on the whole 33 shots.  The game was played upon Hurley pond belonging to Sir
George Clerk, Bart. M.P, situated in an immured situation and surrounded with lofty trees the sun had no influence
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upon the ice which was good although the day in the open country was soft. The noisy and mirthful pleasantry of the
players afforded a striking contrast to the grand and solemn scenery around which re-echoed with responsive
harmony those bursts of rapturous applause which spontaneously followed the respective success of the players .

9th March 1816

It is with no small pleasure we have to state our success as a Parish against the
Parish of Newlands, a game of as great interest as any which we have attempted and
in which, this parish has generally unsuccessful since it lost the patronage of Sir James
Clerk, in whose lifetime and his predecessor Baron Clerk we were more than a match,
but since whose death the number and enthusiasm of the curlers has greatly
diminished; our gain was 12 shots, as will be seen by the following newspapers’ account.

A Parish game was played on the 9th inst. on the Whim pond between the parishes of Newlands and Penicuik.
The game was divided into six rinks, seven to each.  The Newlands were successful on three rinks, gaining 32 shots.
Penicuik was successful upon the remaining three rinks, gaining 44 shots which decided the game in favour of Penicuik
by 12 shots.

In finishing the transactions of the first year of this institution, it must give
great pleasure to all its members to observe the success which has attended it since
the proposition in the year 1815 was made that we should constitute ourselves into a
club in order to produce improvements.  Our improvement in obvious in both play
and the in excellent collection of stones we can bring upon the ice.  If the same energy
continues to actuate us, it is likely that in a short time we may have to boast of success
equal to that of our forefathers.

It was proposed by Mr Brown, Braidwood that, as Sir George Clerk had
condescended to be Patron of the Club, we should send him an account of our success
in a letter thanking him for his attention to the interests of the institution.  At the
proposition meeting with the approbation of all to whom it was mentioned, the
following letter was sent to him enclosing the extracts cut out of the Edinburgh
newspapers and in which the Merchiston game that was lost, was included.

Letter from the Penicuik Curling Club to Sir George Clerk, Bart. M.P.

Sir George,
At a request of the Penicuik Curling club I am desired to transmit to

you the enclosed.  They are inclined to believe it may not be unpleasing to you
to hear the transactions of a Society that in good measure owes its origin to
yourself and to none more properly can the feelings on such occasions be
addressed.  Permit me therefore in its name to return to you the gratitude and
thanks it entertains for the high sense of honour it has received from your
support.
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This Parish has been generally unfortunate in the Bonspiels since it lost
the patronage of Sir James Clerk, Bart., your worthy predecessor, in whose time
it bore unrivalled superiority; yet from the success we have already gained, we
are sanguine in hope that a competition between the members themselves of
the Club will be the best means for re-establishing our former honour.

There is another source of gratification besides the one we have
expressed; the object of our amusement is purely national. It characterizes our
ancestors and it must be doubly flattering to our vanity, when one of its chief
representatives has condescended to mix in the ancient pastime of Caledonia.

I trust the good intentions of the Club may plead for the liberty I have
now taken in this intrusion on your valuable time.  I have the honour to be
Sir George, with respect

Yours very obliged, John Allan.

The President received a letter from Mr Clerk Maxwell enclosing a set of rules
on curling which was unanimously agreed to should be their regulations in future.

1817

The mildness of the winter prevented us from being engaged in any Parish game,
there being no ice in any of the neighbouring parishes, of course we had no game of
consequence except for the medal which Sir George Clerk had again the goodness to
give us.  The following account of it was put in the Edinburgh newspapers.

The annual competition game of the Penicuik Curling Club was played upon Penicuik
pond on the 7th January.  The prize, an elegant silver medal, given to the Club by Sir George Clerk
Bart., M.P., was gained by Mr Jas. McLean, Nine-Mile-Burn.  The contest became very keen
towards the end of the game and was gained by Mr McLean by only one shot ahead of Mr James
Niven.

The Club afterwards retired to the village and partook of an excellent dinner and spent
the evening in that mirthful innocence worthy of the institution and of the ancient and amusing
pastime of our forefathers, a game when contrasted with the amusements of neighbouring nations
is strikingly characteristic of the uncorrupted innocence of the Scotch peasantry; nor is the social
glass which generally accompanies any game of importance, less characteristic of its moral worth.
It is uniformly unattended with the slightest shadow of discord, it unites neighbours and parishes
in the strictest bonds of friendship and instead of exciting a spirit of hostile revelry, it promotes a
friendly emulation, it keeps alive in the breast the flame of patriotism, the love of country and
devotion to its cause, which in all ages has been prominent in the character of Scotsmen.

After the removal of the cloth, Mr McLean proposed the health of
Sir George, their Laird and patron, which was drank with long and
repeated cheering.  The other members of the family were drank with all
the enthusiasm of esteem. The party entirely consisted of the respectable
tenantry and feuars of Sir George Clerk at the head of which was their
Revd. and worthy Pastor, Mr Colston, whose animating and exhilarating
conversation gave zest to the social harmony of the evening.
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The following is a correct state of the game,

Annual Competition Played 7th January 1817

Names Drawing Striking Inwicking

James McLean 1 1 X X 1 1

John Brown, Auch 1

William Dewar 1 1 1 X

George Somervile 1 1 1 1

James Dods 1 1 1 1

Alexander Brown

James Jackson 1

Andw Harper 1 1

John Brown, Penicuik 1

William Davidson 1 1 1

Alexander Dewar 1 1 1 1

John Aitken X 1

James Niven 1 1 1 X 1

James Kerr

Pat Chalmers

The following members were chosen as a committee of management.

James Dods, President
John Allan, Treasurer James Jackson, Clerk

Committee: George Somerville
Alexander Brown
John Brown, Auchencorth
James Niven

Counted with Mr Allan and paid him 4/- of balance due him.

20th December 1818

The annual game of last year giving general dissatisfaction, Mr John Allan
presented the Club with a pair of crampets as a competition prize to be played for as
soon as a good ice could be procured.

It was accordingly played on 20th Decr. and was gained by Mr John Keddie by
the same number of shots as last annual game, viz:- 7.  The rest of the play bore a
uniform proportion to it.  The party dined together in Mr McLean’s and spent the
evening with their wonted hilarity.
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The Rev. Mr Colston honoured the meeting with his presence, and Sir George
Clerk with his accustomed friendship gave a Crown bowl of punch to the curlers, the
Club impressed with a deep sense of his attention requested their Clerk to insert it in
the Minutes.

6th January 1818

The medal which was again given by Sir George was played for on the 6th and
was gained by Mr James Dods.  The following account was put in the Edinburgh
newspapers, viz:-

The annual donation of an elegant silver medal given by Sir George Clerk, Bart., M.P. to the Penicuik
Curling Club was played on one of his ponds on the 6th inst.

The game was truly emulous and afforded a display of more than common ability particularly towards the
end of the game, when the contest was a tie betwixt Messrs Jas. Dods, William Campbell, Alexander Dewar and Mr
A. Noble, Nine Mile Burn, when four ends of different play was necessary to determine the victory, which was gained
by Mr James Dods by only one shot.

The party afterwards dined together in Mr Dods’ inn and spent the
evening with that convivial harmony worthy of the occasion which called them
together.  The health of Sir George, his Lady and children and all the branches
of the family was drank with the most cordial and heartfelt applause. The
presence of their worthy Pastor always glad to participate in the happiness and
refined enjoyment of his parishioners gave light and energy to the meeting.

The following members were chosen as committee, viz:-

James Dods, President
John Allan, Treasurer James Jackson, Clerk

Committee: John Aitken, John Forsyth, Andrew Harper, Alexander
Dewar

It was privately suggested at the meeting that in consideration of Sir George
Clerk’s condescending attention and repeated gift of the medal, etc. the Club should
present him with a pair of crampets as a small testimony of their grateful respect. Mr
Campable at request made the above proposition, which was unanimously agreed to
and appointed Mr Alexander Brown, Braidwood to commission them in Edinburgh
of as handsome a make as could be procured, the body to be of brass. The straps to be
moulded with silver plate containing a suitable inscription, which when sent and
inspected by the committee they considered everything of them unworthy of being
presented, except the silver plats.  They therefore appointed Mr Allen to see a pair
made under his direction, which he did made by Alexander McGill to the complete
satisfaction of the Committee. Mr James Dods accordingly presented them to Sir
George and he had the goodness to accept them and requested Mr Dods to deliver his
thanks to the Club.
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7th February 1818

A pair of brass crampets was likewise given by the Club for competition.  The
Committee agreed that the crampets commissioned from Edinburgh should be played
for by the Club.  They were accordingly played for on the 7 February and after a
game of excellent play were gained by Mr James McLean by 12 shots.  Mr Aitken, the
next in competition, was only one shot behind Mr McLean.

30th January 1819

The following are the games we were engaged in this year, the first match with
the Merchiston Club on the 30th January was put in the Edinburgh newspapers, viz:-

A curling match took place on the Merchiston pond in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh on
Tuesday. 30th ult. between 16 of the Penicuik Curling Club and an equal number of the Merchiston curlers.
After a contest of the most animated although innocent rivalry the honour of the day was decided in favour
of the Penicuik curlers by a majority of 11 shots.

The party afterwards dined together in Mr Lindsay’s White Hart inn, Grass Market and spent
the evening in that rational and convivial friendship worthy of Caledonia’s darling pastime.

8th February 1819

We again met them upon Penicuik pond upon the 8th February, but the game
had not the same happy termination as our loss was 16 shots.

We were likewise engaged in a parish game with West Linton, 42 players-a-
side.  We were likewise unsuccessful, losing 9 shots.  Sir George Clerk and his brother
did the Parish the honour to accompany them in the game, and it gave a pleasant
satisfaction to all, particularly the Club that his rink was victorious.

2nd February 1819

The annual competition game was played today. Yesterday was the first day
we had curling, but on account of the changeable nature of the season, it was
considered improper to delay it. The President wrote to Mr Maxwell to that effect
and his answer highly recommended our conduct.

He likewise informed us he was to write to Sir George to see if he intended
giving us the medal as formerly and his letter informed us he intended to continue
the favour.

The following state of the game was put in the newspapers:

The annual competition game of the Penicuik Curling Club was played on Penicuik pond on the
2nd Inst.  The prize, an elegant silver medal, given to the club by Sir George Clerk, Bart. M.P. was gained by
Mr John Aitken, Farmer, Walston with one shot above Mr James Niven, Merchant, Penicuik.  This is the
third year he has only been one shot behind the successful candidate.  As a keen and highly humorous curler,



11

Mr Aitken is extensively known in the neighbouring parishes.  The national gravity of the game is
enlivenedby the brilliancy of his repartee and the originality of his wit.  The sensation of pleasure which his
victory gave to the numerous assemblage who witnessed it was evinced by bursts of spontaneous
exclamation.

The party dined together in Mr Dods’ inn and spent the evening with that
cordial friendship and harmony, the result of that innocent amusement, its pleasure
never degenerating into grossness, its conviviality into intemperance, nor its mirth
into riot.  The following members were chosen,

James Niven, President
John Allan, Treasurer James Jackson, Clerk

Mr Wilson, Halls, Mr Brown, Braidwood, Mr Davidson, Cornbank, Alex. Dewar,
and James Dods: Committee.

The Clerk submitted the following statement to the consideration of the meeting:

1. That in a parish game when 42 players is wanted, the most obvious cause of
our loss is the difficulty of procuring the requisite number of hands in the
practice of playing, and we are uniformly obliged to take a proportion of
players either out of practice or learners in the game, while on the contrary
our opponents more generally more general in that practice can bring a
sufficient quality of experienced names.

2. When playing our game is more limited and within the Club, and mostly in the
practice of playing, a very obvious error is attached to us in our method of
direction which is allowing every player is disposed to take command, instead
of only giving advice, which necessarily produces invitation.

The Club unanimously agreed to the justice of the above remarks but some
occurrence prevented them making arrangements to prevent their recurrence.  The
following is the state of the days play
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Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total

A Brown 1 1 X 1 1 6
J Brown A 1 1 1 3
Mr Forsyth 1 1 2
G Somervile 1 1 1 3
T Aitken 1 1 1 1 4
Mr White 1 1 1 1 1 5
J Niven 1 1 X 1 1 1 1 8
J Brown P 1 1 1 1 4
J McLean 1 1 X 1 1 6
A Dewar 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
A Brown 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
J Renton 1 1 1 3
J Jackson 1 1 2
A Davidson 1 1 1 1 X 5
J Allan 1 1 1 1 1 5
Mr Brown 1 1 1 1 1 5
J Wilson 1 1 1 1 1 X 7
J Aitken 1 X X 1 1 1 1 9
J Keddie 1 1 1 3
D Abernethy 1 1 2 4

7th December 1819

The ice on the pond being good, the Club was desirous to play the annual game
for the medal.  Sir George being in London, they gave orders to the Clerk to write to
Mr Clerk Maxwell if he would favour them with his presence to direct the game.  And
as the Rev Alex Torrance of Glencorse was desirous to enter the Club, he being out of
the Parish, although part of his Parish was in the Barony of Penicuik, they requested
Mr Maxwell’s advice previous to admitting him as a member.

Mr John Aitken, President received a letter in reply informing that Sir George
intended to continue the favour and that it would be sent out to Mr Nelson in a few
days’ time, that it was out of his power to attend the game but recommended them to
play it as soon as the ice was good.  He was likewise of the opinion that as Mr Torrance
had part of his parish in the Barony, the Club might admit him, but left it to their
own consideration.  He was accordingly admitted and upon the same principle, Mr
Thomas Ballantyne, Lawhead.

14th December 1819

This day the annual game was played.  The ice was excellent which produced
a long and well contested game.  The medal was gained by Mr Adam Brown,
Braidwood as will be seen by the following table:
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Decr 14th 1819 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total

1 Jas Jackson 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 9
2 Mr Tait 1 1 2
3 Mr White 1 1 1 1 4
4 Thos. Aitken 1 1 1 1 1 5
5 Mr Forsyth 1 1 X 4
6 John Robertson 1 1 1 1 4
7 James Niven 1 1 2
8 John Brown P 1 1 1 1 1 X 7
9 Jas Renton 1 1 1 1 1 5
1
0

John Renton 1 1 2
1
1

Alexr Dewar 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 1 1 10
1
2

Jas Dods 1 1 1 1 1 1 X 8
1
3

John Keddie X 1 1 4
1
4

John Allan 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X 9
1
5

Andw Harper 1 X X 1 6
1
6

Jas McLean 1 X 1 4
1
7

Geo Somervile 1 1
1
8

John Thomson 1 1 X 1 1 1 1 1 1 10
1
9

Alexr Brown 1 1 1 1 1 5
2
0

Adam Brown 1 X 1 X 1 1 1 1 1 11
2
1

Wm Thomson 1 1 1 1 X 6
2
2

Adam Davidson 1 1 1 1 1 5
2
3

D. Abernethy 1 1 1 1 4
2
4

James Willson 1 X 1 4
2
5

Wm Dewar 1 1 X 4

There were 135 shots gained or taken in the preceding table by 25 players
making 5½ shots taken by each individual.  It would afford a good test of the general
improvement of the players to make a comparative view of this table of each year.

(Sgd) John Renton

After Dinner the Clerk having called the names of the members, read last
years’ minutes and gave a statement of the funds etc and proposed that in
consideration of Sir George’s marked attention to the interests of the Club, it was a
duty incumbent upon them to return him their sincere thanks in a letter, and feeling
confident that this proposition would meet their cordial approbation, he had prepared
one ready for the signature of the President, and on account of the agitation into
which the empire is through by the decimations of blasphemous and seditious ideas
scattered in pamphlets, and in speeches stirring up the minds of our fellow subjects to
throw aside those principles which the wisdom of ages had held sacred.  He had
introduced a paragraph expressive of the Club’s abhorrence of those principles.
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It may be proper to remark as an evidence of the disorder of the period that
the gentlemen volunteers of Edinburgh were doing duty in the Castle of Edinburgh,
on account of regular troops being called to Glasgow and that Sir George Clerk’s
brother, Mr Maxwell was doing duty in the Castle as a member of the volunteer corps.

The letter being called for was read as follows:-

Penicuik, 14th Decr. 1819
Sir George,
The Curling Club having met today and played for the medal

which you have again had the goodness to give them was gained by
Mr Andrew Brown of Braidwood.

The Club deeply impressed with a sense of gratitude for the
honour conferred upon them by the repetition of so many marked
instances of your kind attention, find themselves called upon to return
you their most cordial and sincere thanks.  Deeply as we regret your
absence from us and much as we feel the want of your presence in
giving a structure to a game venerable for its antiquity and
characterised for its nationality, our annual competition for this
mark of your favour, we hope will produce that improvement in
curling and its consequent honour to the parish, which it was the
original intention of this Institution to promote.

We likewise are inclined to believe that a practical attachment
to the manners and amusements of our native country has a moral
effect of retaining in our minds a reverential regard for those envied
institutions, sacred and civil, which the patriotism and valour of our
ancestors has transmitted to us, and that those days which the nature
of our climate has devoted to a secession from rural labour, is much
more rationally spent in that innocent rivalry of manual exertion
and mathematical nicety, which our national pastime affords, than
in poring over imaginary wrongs and studying the blasphemous and
treasonable publications of the disappointed, the intention and
tendency of which is to subvert that national spirit of loyalty,
patriotism and prowess which embellish the pages of our national
history and in the late tremendous contest, has so eminently exalted
our national character.

Sensible that you are actuated by a similarity of feelings, we
hope that you will receive this expression of our sentiments as a
testimony of that respect which a conscious sense of gratitude and duty
naturally dictates.

Signed in our name and by the authority of the Club, and in
our presence

(sgd.)  Adam Brown, President.
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That burst of rapturous applause which followed the conclusion of the above
letter gave ample evidence of that rectitude of principle and grateful attachment to
Sir George, which actuated the feeling of all present, and the Club think it worthy of
remark that the loyalty, the rational conviviality and innocent harmony, which
reigned throughout the meeting, added to the fullness and respectability of its
attendance, does the high honour to the institution.

The following statement of the day’s transactions was put in the Edinburgh
newspapers.  The Clerk has thought it proper to give it with the Editor’s remarks, as
it appeared in the Weekly Journal.

We have received the following from the Clerk of the Penicuik Curling Club: although its contents greatly
exceed the limits of our paper to insert, yet on account of its good sense and humour, we have resolved to insert it in
full.  It was likewise copied into some of the London and Provincial newspapers.

The annual competition game of the Penicuik Curling Club was played upon Penicuik Pond on the 7th Decr.
The prize, an elegant silver medal, annually given by Sir George Clerk, Bart., M.P., was keenly contested in a game of
excellent play. The approach of darkness induced the club to relinquish the contest to the highest in competition, four
of which being on a par, viz:- Messrs John Allan, merchant, Penicuik, Alexander Dewar of ditto and John Thomson,
Nine Mile Burn, three veterans of the game, but was gained by a Juvenile hero, Adam Brown, son of Mr Alex. Brown,
Braidwood.  The party dined together in the Kings Arms Inn and spent the evening in a manner worthy of Caledonia’s
darling pastime.

Actuated with a devoted attachment to the manners of the days of other years and viewing with abhorrence
the attempts which have been made to subvert the laws, the religion and loyalty of a great people, the club are inclined
to believe that a practical attachment to the manners and amusements of our native country has a moral effect of
retaining in our minds a reverential regard for those envied institutions, sacred and civil, which the patriotism and
valour of our ancestors have transmitted to us; and that those days which the nature of our climate has devoted to a
secession from rural labour, is much more rationally spent in that innocent rivalry of manual exertion and
mathematical theory, which our national pastime affords; than in pouring over imaginary wrongs and studying the
blasphemous and treasonable publications of the disappointed, the intention and tendency of which is to subvert that
national spirit of loyalty, patriotism and prowess which embellish the pages of national history and in the late
tremendous contest has so eminently exalted our national character; and we deem it in no way unsuitable for a society
united in a practical attachment to our national amusement to give its opinion on a subject so intimately connected
with our national happiness and honour.

On account of the whole of those members who have had the honour to gain the
medal, appearing at the annual game today without having their medals openly
suspended at their breasts, the Club unanimously agreed to fine them 6d each and the
fine to be 1/6 in future for the same fault.  The following members were elected as
committee, viz:-

James Dods, Acting President Committee James McLean
John Allan, Treasure Thos. Aitken
James Jackson, Clerk John Brown

Wm. White
Alex. Dewar

(Sgd.)  John Renton Esq.
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Sir George with his accustomed attention transmitted a letter to the President,
Mr Adam Brown in answer to ours of the 14th.

The following is an exact copy:

London, 22nd December 1819

Sir,

I have received your letter of 14th informing me that you had
been the gainer of the medal played for by the Penicuik Curling Club.

I beg leave to congratulate you on your success and I have to
request you will mention to the Club that I shall always be happy to
encourage and promote our national amusement.  I trust that it is a
more innocent mode of spending any leisure hours than in reading
or listening to the seditious and blasphemous publications that have
been so industriously circulated by wicked and designing men, who
for their own end, endeavour by exciting a spirit of discontent to excite
those who suffer themselves to be led by them to acts which must
inevitably plunge them and their families into the greatest miseries.
The period would, by undermining their religious principles, deprive
them of all hope hereafter.

I hope that none such are to be found in our neighbourhood,
and that every man there will exert himself as far as his influence
extends to check their progress.

I remain

Yours faithfully

George Clerk

1822

Since the winter of 1819 there has been no ice either to allow us to play for the
medal or to undertake any game of consequence. The years of 1820 and 1821 must
therefore remain a blank in our minutes, with this exception that printed cards were
circulated through the different curling parishes and clubs in the county requesting
a deputation of them to meet a deputation from the County of Tweeddale at Mr
McLean's, Nine Mile Burn on the birthday of our Patron to negotiate a game betwixt
the counties of Midlothian and Tweeddale.

A good many of the members of our Club attended and a very respectable
deputation from Roslin and four deputies from the County of Tweeddale, Dr John
Renton in the chair. After a good deal of necessary negotiation, the game was agreed
to as follows: That it should consist of 15 rinks, 7 players on each rink and one stone to
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each player, that 8 rinks play on the Whim pond, the remaining rinks upon the
Penicuik one. It is a pleasure to state the meeting was most harmonious.

It is eight years now since this Club was constituted and until this year, no
incident of any importance has occurred, either to disturb our unanimity or throw a
gloom over the exhilarating festivities of our innocent pastime. It is however, the
melancholy destiny of our common nature that the cheerful and the gay associations
of life must sooner or later give place to mourning and sorrow. Your Clerk has
considered it a dutiful although a melancholy task to state that death has at last, and
for the first time thrown his dart amongst us, and has carried off a gentleman who
had the condescension to honour us with his patronage as a member. A gentleman not
only distinguished by his exalted rank and connections in life, but for those virtues
and classical acquirements which in his profession has of late years so eminently done
honour to our national character. The gentleman alluded to is Mr Wedderburn,
Solicitor General for Scotland, who in the endeared connection as husband to the
lovely and amiable sister of our illustrious Patron to most of us must make his loss
more deeply deplored. Under these melancholy reflections, it is certainly neither an
unpleasant nor an unnecessary duty in our social assemblage to join trembling with
our mirth, and to make the proper application of such an event in the beautiful
language of Holy writ: “Be ye also ready, for in such a time as you think not, the Son
of Man cometh”.

Adam Brown, President

30th December 1822

This being the day appointed for the playing for the medal of 1822, the same
took place under the favourable circumstances of a fine day and good ice. The state
of the game and play did honour to such advantage, it being the best we have had
since the commencement of the Club as will be seen by a reference to the respective
tables. The following statement of the game was put in the newspapers:

The annual donation of an elegant silver medal given to the Penicuik Curling Club by Sir George Clerk,
Bart. M.P. was played for on one of his Ponds at Penicuik House on Monday, the 30th Inst. When, after a
keen contest and a game of excellent play, the prize was won by Mr James Dodds, Penicuik.

The following letter was sent to Sir George upon the occasion:

Penicuik, 8th January 1823
Sir George,
I am requested by the Penicuik Curling Club to inform you that

your medal was played for on Monday, 30th Decr. and was gained by
me as you will see by the annexed table of the game, which the club
think proper to send for your inspection.
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We would have wrote you sooner but we expected to have given
you the result of the County game, which was to have been played to-
day, but a thaw has prevented it.  We were given to understand that
Lord Linton was to have headed the Parish of Traquair rink, your
absence depriving this County of the honour of your personal
opposition to him was felt by us with regret; but if the weather will not
permit the game to be played this season, we are hopeful that honour
may still be awaiting us.  The club request me to return you their merit
grateful acknowledgments for the continuance of your patronage in
whose name and appointment I beg leave to subscribe myself,

Sir George,

Your honour's most obliged and most humble servant,

(sgd.) James Dodds, President.

Game of Decr 30th 1822

Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total

1 Jas. Jackson X 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X 1 12
2 A Brown, Braidwood 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7
3 J Brown 1 1 1 X 1 X 8
4 J Breckenridge X 1 1 X X X 1 11
5 J McLean 1 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 X 11
6 Mr Allan 1 1 1 1 1 1 X 1 1 10
7 Rev. Mr Torrance 1 1 1 1 1 X X 1 1 11
8 Mr Somervile 1 1 1 1 1 X 7
9 Adm Harper 1 1 X 1 1 X X 1 11
10 Wm Wilson 1 X 1 X 1 1 1 1 10
11 Mr Balintine, East

Side
1 1 1 X 1 1 7

12 Mr Graham 1 1 1 X X 1 1 1 10
13 Mr T Balintine 1 1 1 X 1 X 1 9
14 Mr Harper X 1 1 X X 1 1 X 12
15 Mr G Renton 1 X X 1 1 1 1 9
16 Mr Aitken 1 1 X X 1 1 X X 1 16
17 Mr T Aitken 1 1 1 1 X 1 X 1 1 X 13
18 Dr Jon Renton 1 1 X 1 1 X 1 9
19 Wm White 1 1 X 1 5
20 J Brown, Penicuik X 1 X 1 1 1 8
21 Mr Stevenson 1 X 1 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 12
22 Mr Davidson 1 1 1 1 1 X X 9
23 Mr Dods 1 1 1 X X X 1 X X 1 1 1 17
24 Dr Jas. Renton 1 1 1 1 X 6
25 Alex. Dewar 1 X 1 1 1 1 1 X 10
26 Mr Forsyth, Shipper 1 X X 1 1 7
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14th January 1823

Grand County Match, Midlothian v Tweeddale

The annexed table is a correct statement of the long talked of game between
the Counties of Midlothian and Tweeddale played on the Penicuik and Whim ponds
on January 14th 1823, by which it will be seen that Tweeddale were successful by 61
shots, which makes the average gain in favour of Tweeddale of nearly 4½ shots to
each rink.

It must however be very gratifying to Penicuik to observe Mr Dodds standing
again victor for 21 shots. Such concurring proofs of ability added to his having  been
twice the gainer of the medal, gives evidence at least in this case that the battle is to
the strong.

Indeed on such a day as the game had the misfortune to be played upon, every
other quality was unavailing correctness in direction or nicety in play being alike
subverted by a heavy fall of snow, the unavoidable consequence to which the
amusement is frequently subjected, which while it deranges the operations of that skill
which nothing but the keeness and justness of ice will allow to take proper effect, gives
double advantage to those players whose  chance of success depends upon muscular
exertions. Such was the concurrent opinion which the fate of this highly interesting
game impressed upon the minds of both parties.  So long as the day was good and the
ice fine to all human appearance and in the unprejudiced opinion of players and
spectators, the County Tweeddale would not have reached half game. The state of the
game upon almost every rink at the commencement of the snow affords the most
unequivocal evidence in favour of the assertion.

It would he unbecoming in the extreme to dismiss the subject of this game
without adverting to the immense trouble and expense which Dr. John Renton
voluntarily put himself to in the negotiating and ultimate arrangement of it. A
trouble which every player in the Midlothian party must be deeply sensible of and to
this club who had the principal honour of its arrangement, the impression must be
doubly strong; and although the mildness of this winter preventing the associations of
curlers, may have retarded those arrangements proposed by some of the members of
the Roslin club to give a proper expression to that feeling of approbation. It cannot
but be the wish of every member of this one that he may long live a zealous and a
keen curler.

Scotsman 21 Dec 1822

We understand that a grand curling match takes
place, the first favourable weather for that purpose,
between Mid-Lothian and Tweeddale.  The curlers
are to assemble from all quarters of the two
counties; and the game will be played on the Whim
and Penicuik ponds.  This game excites intense
interest among all keen curlers, and perhaps a
bonspiel on so large a scale never was played before
in Scotland.
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Copy of shots won and lost by different Rinks in the County Game played January
14th 1823

Rinks that Played upon Whim pond
Rinks Skips of Midlothian Side Skips of Peebles Side

P
en

ic
u

ik Mr James Dods rink 21 Mr Eckford, Traquair

Mr Alex. Dewar’s do. 12 Mr Somerville, Hartrie

Mr John Aitken’s do. 11 Mr Watson, Broughton
Place

L
a

ss
w

a
d

e

&
 R

os
li

n

Mr Arthur Thomson’s
do.

8 Mr Gibson’s, Skirling

Mr James Oughton’s do. 1 Mr Wilson, Burnotland

Robert Borthwick 25 Mr Steele, Hillbuch
Mains

C
or

-

st
or

p
h

in
e Mr Davidson’s do. 11 Mr Hendeson,

Tweedsmuir

Duddingston Club Absent Mr John Stewart,
Peebles30 59

30

29
Peebles

In favour of Peebleshire

Copy of shots won and lost by different Rinks in the County Game played January
14th 1823

Rinks that Played upon Penicuik pond

Rinks Skips of Midlothian Rinks Skips of  Tweedale Rinks

M
er

ch
is

to
n

Mr Gibson’s rink 7 Mr Brodie, Peebles

Mr Hastie’s rink 21 Mr Ritchie, Blyth

Mr Haddow’s do. 6 Mr Alexander, Carlops

Mr Lindsay’s do. 10 Mr Murray, Drochill

Mr Somerville’s do. 13 Mr Alexander, Linton
Midcalder Mr Allan (Penicuik) 11 Mr Bertram Peebles

C
u

rr
ie Revd. Mr Somerville 10 Mr Sanderson, Newlands

23 55

114

53

61 Shots in favour of Peebleshire
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According to this statement, the rate of loss for each parish is as follows, viz:-

Merchiston club and farmers  lost 44 shots 4 rinks
Lasswade Parish 16 do. 3 do.
Corstorphine parish 11 do. 1 do.
Mid-Calder parish 11 do. 1 do.

do.
Penicuik 2 do. 3 do.

By which it is evident Penicuik has not dishonoured its name; and the rink of Mid-
Calder headed by Mr Allan may in justice be said to have had the greatest honour of
any in the whole Bonspiel.  He being on the ice and only as a spectator, and on the
Mid-Calder rink not coming forward, he was compelled to take command of a squad,
some of which had not played for 40 years, and others had never drove a stone, and
with the honourable disadvantage too of being opposed to two of the first logicians in
the opposing county, viz:- the Sheriff Depute and Mr Bertram, the Attorney, and
which previous to the commencement of the snow, Mr Allan's mechanical dexterity
was rapidly bringing the silence of Death upon their logical volubility. It may be
necessary to add that the promise made to Sir George Clerk by Mr Brown, Braidwood,
that his premises would be kept sacred against the aggressions of the crowd of
spectators was religiously attended to. We may conclude with the account of this
truly, interesting game by adding that it cannot but be the wish of every curler in
Midlothian to have another Tournament of Honour with the cavaliers of Tweeddale;
and of the curlers of Penicuik their meeting here this night, the 26th March in the
house of their invincible Champion after a winter in which the clubs have scarcely
been frozen gives ample evidence that although misfortune may tarnish their fame,
it can neither damp their zeal nor disarm their intrepidity.

Scotsman 22 Jan 1823

Mid-Lothian and Peebles-shire Curling Match.- The former
county challenged the latter in winter 1821, but the frost not
having afforded sufficient ice, it was only on Tuesday the
14th inst. that the game could be played.  Fifteen were the
number of rinks fixed on from each county, fourteen players
each rink, and thirty-one shots were to be game.  The ponds
of Penicuik and Whim were the appointed places of meeting
for deciding the match; and, after an anxious contest, the
victory was declared for Peebles-shire, by no less than sixty-
one shots, exclusive of thirty-one, forfeited by the non-
appearance of the Duddingston rink.  Nine Peebles-shire
rinks were successful, and five of Lothian, one of which was
gained by only one shot.  This is probably the largest meeting
of the kind that has taken place in Scotland, and was attended
by many gentlemen of the two counties, and from the city of
Edinburgh, anxiously awaiting the fate of the day.
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26th March 1824

As noticed above, there being no ice this winter to allow us to play for the
medal, the annual festival of the Club was held to-day in Mr Dods' inn. The Rev. Mr.
Alex. Torrance who honoured the meeting with his presence was unanimously called
to the chair, and who performed the duties of it with that gentlemanlike urbanity of
manner which among the party of curlers converts social fellowship into rational
pleasure.

Although the meeting was not so well attended as could have been wished for,
yet at this advanced period of the season and being throng with the seed, it was much
so as could be expected. But in order to obviate a similar disconvenience, a motion
was made and seconded and unanimously agreed to that in the event of an open
winter like this, that the medal cannot he played for, the annual meeting of the Club
shall be on the last Friday of February, and that the Club shall intimate the day of
meeting to the members in the county by a card, so as no apology may be made upon
the score of ignorance. A motion was likewise made and seconded and agreed to by
the great majority that the gainer of the medal shall not be entitled to the
presidentship of the meeting, but that the President chosen tonight shall act as such
at next annual meeting, and so on, and that in the event of his a non-attendance,
another one shall be chosen for the night, and that the gainer of the medal shall act
as croupier, or shall have a freedom to substitute one in his place if he thinks proper.
It was likewise unanimously agreed to that the Minute Book should be given to Sir
George for his inspection on his arrival in Scotland, and appoint Mr Brown,
Braidwood to deliver it to him with the thanks of the meeting for the continuance of
his patronage.

The following new members were admitted, viz:- Messrs John Niven, John
Muir, W. Reid, Wellington, and Mr Morrison.

The following members were elected as a committee of management for the
ensuing year, viz:-

Dr James Renton, President, to preside next meeting.
John Allan, Treasurer James Jackson, Secretary

Mr Reid, Wellington Inn, Mr Morrison, Mr Adam Brown, Braidwood and Mr Thos.
Altken, Walstone, Committee.

4th December 1824

After a frost of three days, the village and west end of the Parish had the
happiness of being again summoned to the ice by Sir George. It must be gratifying to
every member of the Club that we have again the pleasure of his presence and
patronage to give grace and energy to our favourite amusement.
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To-day, the ‘Village’ and ‘Country’ had again a trial of their respective powers
in the art of curling. The ‘Country’ had the advantage by 14 shots.  The day and ice
being fine, an ample opportunity was afforded for a display of the art. Of course, the
present instance added to former defeats, must make the village once more
reluctantly submit to their sneering taunts. On Monday the 6th however, the day
appointed by Sir George for the playing for the medal, another opportunity will be
afforded for a display of those parts which such a badge of honour must kindle into
action. At this date with respect to medals, the village and Parish are on a par, three
medals gained on each side; in the country, Messrs John Aitken, Adam Brown and
James McLean having gained one each and in the village, Mr Allan one and Mr
Dodds two.

The village, however, has the very unpleasant reflection to observe, its keen
and good curlers yearly decrease by removal or death, this year having lost Mr
Davidson and Mr Campbell by removal, and it is with painful feelings your Clerk has
this year to announce the death of Mr John Niven. As an old school fellow mingled
with the many associations of friendship and feeling which upwards of 40 years
acquaintance, undisturbed by the slightest misunderstanding has kindled in my own
mind, he feels confident every member of the club will be actuated with a similar
feeling and will subscribe their acceptance with a sigh of regret to this "frail memorial"
dedicated to an individual alike distinguished for innocence and activity.

As author of a "Narrative of the Village and Parish of Penicuik or Reflections
on the Days of Youth" I have thought proper to cut out the following paragraph from
the work and transcribe it in your Minute book, which will add another tribute to his
memory, and as it has a direct reference to the club, it will not I hope be unacceptable
to its members and may at some future period be amusing.

The winter season when the frost sets in with severity and lays many hands idle, the
curling is an amusement which is a game that is carried on every day when the ice is strong
enough. Sir George Clerk became exceedingly fond of this amusement. Some years ago he
formed them into a club and gives them a silver medal annually, which is sometimes keenly
contested being always headed by Sir George Clerk when at home. They improved greatly
in their playing. At length they received an invitation from the Merchiston Curling Club to
meet them upon their pond. They accepted the challenge and fairly beat them. Their
unexpected success gave them great courage, and had the appellation given them by the
Merchiston club of ‘The Champions of the Icy world’. Other neighbouring parishes gave
them challenges, but still they returned victorious, and their fame spread afar; but next
year their general or leader, Sir George Clerk was called to London to attend his duty In
Parliament, left to their management and the first Bonspiel, they were completely beaten.
Notwithstanding their sanguine expectations, and like Bonaparte at Moscow, they became
quite desperate, and bad luck followed them for a long period; but the return of Sir George
animated them anew, and they began to regain some little credit which they had so
shamefully lost.
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Let us therefore unite every energy to regain our, lost honour, and as the frost
has set early in, a promising opportunity is presenting itself for the purpose. Let us
therefore make a practical application of the motto of the aforementioned pamphlet
of Mr Niven's: ‘Never delay till to-morrow what may be done to-day’.

6th December 1824

As stated above, Monday, the 6th being the day appointed for the playing for
the medal, twenty members attended for the purpose at the pond. The day was fine,
and the Club had the honour of Sir George's personal attendance to direct the game.
It may not be improper to remind the West Country members in order to impress a
becoming spirit of humility in their minds that Mr Alex. Dewar of Penicuik carried
off the prize, this being the fourth gained by the village and three by the Country.
This victory was indeed an honourable one. This curling veteran like a true game cock
well trained after putting to silence the crowing of 17 antagonists, had to contend
single handed in heroic combat with the two Feudal Chieftains of Brunstane Castle,
viz:- Messrs Harper, senior and junior, and with a prowess which will add another
wreath of glory to his well-earned fame, likewise left these two baronial chieftains on
the field of the defeated with visages as long as the rink on which they played. But in
earnest, it gave great pleasure to every member of the Club, that he had this day the
honour of gaining it, not only from his uniform keeness as a curler, but for his having
some years ago gained the medal but unfortunately from a vote of the Club on the
morning previous to playing for it that no less than 9 shots should carry it off. He lost
it although he was the highest in the contest.
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The following table is a state of the days’ play;

6th Decr 1824 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total Playoff

1 James Jackson 1 1 2
2 Alexdr Dewar 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 1 X 1 1
3 Dr Jn Renton 1 1 1 1 1 5
4 Davd Millar 1 1
5 Adm Brown 1 1 2
6 Jas McLean 1 1 X 1 5
7 Wm Graham 1 2 3
8 Andw Harper 1 X 1 X 6 1 1 1
9 John

Balantyne
0

1
0

Wm Forsyth 1 1 2
1
1

G Somervile X 1 1 1 5
1
2

Alexdr Brown 1 1 2
1
3

Chars Cowan 0
1
4

H Morrison 1 1
1
5

John Aitken 1 1 1 3
1
6

A Harper,
Junior

1 X 1 X 6 X
1
7

Thos Aitken 1 1 2
1
8

Wm Gilbert X 1 1 1 1 6 1
1
9

John Allan 1 1
2
0

Wm Reid 1 1

It was again played for next day and was gained by Mr Dods with one shot
more than Mr Dewar had the proceeding day, the regulation of that day being what
has ever continued since, that the highest number of shots should gain it. The players
and other members of the Club not present at the game attended the annual dinner
and meeting in our champion's inn and spent the evening in the most innocent
conviviality.

The following members were elected as Committee for the ensuing year, viz:-

Alex. Dewar, President
John Allan, Treasurer James Jackson, Clerk

George Somerville, William Graham, Dr John Renton, William Gilbert and Thomas
Aitken, Committee.

1st December 1825

The frost has now apparently set in with vigour for the season.  At this date,
Decr. 1st.1825 offering the prospect of a speedy opportunity for the renewal of our
favourite pastime, the expectation of which the first and necessary object we ought
unquestionably to look to is the recovery of our lost honour. Under this impression,
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Dr John Renton with his accustomed prowess has again been at his post attempting
and in part arranging a renewal of the County contest between Mid-lothian and
Tweeddale, a game of such undoubted consequence and interest to every curler in
Mid-lothian, particularly to those engaged in the former unfortunate game as it is
hoped will produce a simultaneous ardour in the whole curlers of the County to second
his efforts This zeal is already apparent from the gallant manner in which the
Merchiston and Roslin Clubs have come forward on the occasion offering their
services. Dr John Renton wrote to the President of the Merchiston club wishing an
interview with their committee on Wednesday, the 30th November. He accordingly
went to town and found them actuated with keeness for the contest, they taking the
responsibility of furnishing 7 rinks and Roslin 3 of 7 players each, Mr Renton taking
in hand to find 5 rinks from Penicuik or elsewhere, which will relieve him of some
share of that vast load of trouble and expense he was unavoidably put to in arranging
the last County game. A trouble which none but those engaged in the undertaking can
have any conception of. After making the arrangements above alluded to, the Roslin
and Merchiston Clubs, he wrote a challenge to Mr John Brodie of Peebles, of which the
following is an exact copy.

Penicuik, Decr. 1st1825

Sir

I have been requested by the Mid-Lothian curlers to inform you
that they are desirous of having another County Match at curling with
you. The game is, of course to be conducted upon the same plan as the
last, that is, it is to consist of 15 rinks aside, 7 players on each rink to
play one stone each and count for 31 shots.

I have to add that the Mid-Lothian curlers wish all the rinks to
meet on the Whim pond, where the game is to be played, an advantage
for convenience, (at least) favourable to the Tweeddale curlers. The
Mid-Lothian curlers consider it is a right which they have in the way
of honour to claim another meeting from their Tweeddale friends,
and they of course trust that they will have no objection to it. I write
this to you because you had the management of the last match and
will esteem it as a favour to manage it this time. We likewise hope you
will bring out a curler equal  in rank to Sir George Clerk, our Patron,
and as he leaves for London in a fortnight, I should like for his sake
that you would fix the match on Friday, the 9th Decr. if the weather
continues frosty.

Your answer will much oblige,

Sir,

Yours truly,

(sgd.) John Renton.
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No answer rising to the above, Mr Renton called upon Mr Brodie and some of
the other curlers in Peebles, and found them more anxious to start obstacles to retard
it than arrangements to forward it.  In order to obviate all objections started, Mr
Renton in the pure spirit of gallantry, proposed for the accommodation of all parties
to commission a Steam Packet to convey the whole curlers to Iceland, where unless
they were disturbed with a shower of fire and sulphur from the burning Mount Hecla,
they would find ice 4000 years old in readiness for them, and they might return with
the pillars of a former world for curling stones, viz:- The fine stupendous Basaltic
Column of Iceland.  In earnest this is an object not unworthy of the attention of the
Club, any of the Iceland traders in Leith might bring some basaltic blocks, in ballast,
at less expense than good blocks could be brought from Lanarkshire, and no stones on
earth could equal them in hardness or keeness. It is to be hoped Mr Renton or Mr
Cowan will at no distant period procure a sample of these mysterious and wonderful
productions of nature.

5th December 1825

The ‘Village’ and ‘West Country’ had again a renewal of their annual contest
on the 5th Decr the same date as that of last year, but with very different results indeed.
Can it be believed that Mr John Aitken, Mr Brown, Braidwood, Mr Adam Brown and
Mr James McLean could lose 21 shots opposed to Mr Dods, Mr Somervile, Mr Morrison
and Mr Jenkinson.  But such indeed was the case. This loss however was partly made
up by Mr Thos. Aitken, Mr Harper, Brunstane Castle and his son John and Mr Reid,
Wellington Inn opposed to Mr John Renton, Mr George Renton, Wm. White and James
Jackson by their gaining 10 shots making 11 shots in favour of the Village. The Country
side of this rink was likewise for a long time without one shot until a thaw made the
ice so dull that none of the players except John Harper could get their stones Tee high.
His arms indeed appear to have the force of Battering Rams and had he lived at the
period when Brunstane castle was not infrequently besieged, they might have done
execution equal to the force of two 24 Pounders. Indeed it is to their force alone that
the victory of this rink shall be ascribed.

No soldiers however, can fight well without their general to direct them, and
it is but justice doing the country players to state, that they had not on that day the
powerful assistance of Sir George, he being that day in Edinburgh.

5th January 1826

This being the day appointed for contesting for the annual medal given by Sir
George Clerk, Bart., our Patron, the curlers assembled at the pond and the annexed
table affords an account of the state of the game, Mr Andrew Harper Junr.,
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Brunstane Castle, being the gainer.  After the game was decided, the curlers as usual
adjourned to the inn possessed by the Champion of our club, where the evening was
spent with the usual harmony and conviviality, which always distinguish the
meetings of the Society, Dr John Renton in the chair.

The following committee was chosen for the ensuing year, viz:-

Dr John Renton, Vice-president
Mr Allan, Treasurer Mr Jas. Jackson, Secretary

Mr Harper, Mr Alex. Dewar, Mr Wm. White, Mr Aitken, Mr Wilson and Mr Jas.
Dods, - committee.

The following new members were this year admitted into the Club, viz:- Dr
John Wilson, Halls, Mr David Wilson, Farmer, Halls, and Mr James Thorburn,
Edinburgh.

During the winter we had a bonspiel in union with the Roslin Club against the
Parish of West Linton, which was played upon Marfield Loch. The day and ice were
peculiarly against the undertaking and consequently we forfeited the honour of the
day by 18 shots.

A short time after this contest, the two clubs, viz: Penicuik and Roslin had a
trial of their respective merits as curlers upon the Upper Pond near Penicuik House.
The day and ice were extremely favourable for the match and consequently the
victory was decided in favour of Penicuik by 16 shots. The two Clubs afterwards dined
together in the King's Arms Inn, Dr John Renton in the chair, John Merricks Esq.,
croupier, and nothing could exceed the harmony and sociality that reigned
throughout the evening.

In narrating the transactions which have engaged the attention of the Society
since last meeting, it is our mournful task to state that the circle of our curling
companions has this year been narrowed by the death of a much respected member.
We allude to the late Mr John Aitken, Walston an individual not more signalised for
the industry and management which he displayed in the station of life which he
occupied, than for the traits of social harmony and friendship which characterised
his connection with this Club.

Having said thus much of the detriment which the Club have sustained in
consequence of the decease of one who was not more endeared to them by famed
character as a curler of their associations than by those sympathies and dispositions
which rendered him beloved as a member of Society in general and a partaker of the
same humanity. We have also the melancholy duty to record the death of the last
survivor of a race of curlers whose exertions have long contributed to this annual and
favourite pastime of the Parish. We allude to the death of Mr Jas. Niven.
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It was not Mr Niven's ambition however, to be distinguished in the
amusements of his country. Higher aims mark his earthly existence and his travels
and researches in the Continent of Africa to enrich the botanical science of his country
and of the world, has shed a lustre over his memory but too little appreciated indeed
by the undiscerning and illiterate, but which has done an honour to this village in
which he was born and educated, which few indeed can lay claim to.

17th February 1827

This being the first day we have had ice this season, the Committee in the
village thought proper to warn the Club that the medal should be played for today,
the ice being of sufficient strength for the purpose. The medal was accordingly played
for and after a game of excellent play, the Parish of Glencorse had the high honour to
carry off the prize, and this honour was unquestionably redoubled from the minister
of that Parish being the gainer of the prize. The Rev. Mr. Alexander Torrance being
victor as will be seen by the annexed table;

8th February 1827

Names Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total

1 Jas Jackson 1 X X 1 1 1 1 1 10
2 GC Renton 1 1 X 1 1 1 6
3 Mr Graham 1 1 1 1 1 5
4 Mr McLean 1 1 1 3
5 Mr Wm White X 1 3
6 Mr Alexdr Dewar 1 1 1 1 4
7 George Somerville 1 1 1 3
8 John Harper 1 X 1 1 1 6
9 A Brown 1 1 2
10 Mr J Allan X 1 1 1 1 6
11 Mr J Balintine 1 1 1 1 1 5
12 Mr Dodds 1 1 X X X 1 1 1 1 12
13 Mr Harper 1 1 1 1 X 6
14 Mr Thos Aitken 1 X 1 X 1 1 1 9
15 Mr Brown 0
16 Auchincorth 1 1 2
17 Mr David Wilson 1 X 3
18 Mr Wm Reid 1 1 1 3
19 Rev Mr Torrance 1 1 1 X 1 X 1 1 1 11
20 Mr Wm Gilbert 1 X X 1 6
21 Dr Jas Renton 1 1 1 3
22 Dr John Renton 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

(Mr Dods was deducted 3 points, one for each of the three medals he had
previously won)
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19th February 1827

The mortification of this defeat to the Parish of Penicuik however, was amply
redeemed by two glorious victories over the champions of Roslin.

The field of action was upon the large pond near Penicuik House on the
memorable 19th Feby. -when every rink of the Roslin Club was completely put to rout
by the superior energies of the Penicuik curlers. The village of Roslin earnestly
requested from the village of Penicuik a chance of redeeming this disgrace by playing
a game between the two villages the following day. The village of Penicuik, actuated
with the purest spirit of chivalrous gallantry frankly gave them this chance. But alas!
How grating must it have been to the ear of these descendants of the proud and lordly
house of Roslin to hear the "Free for a blast" bugle horn of Penicuik sound the spirit
piercing triumphs of victory; and more to the honour of the village of Penicuik, this
last victory was accomplished without the powerful assistance of our invincible
champion, Mr Dods.

It is the fate of humanity however, that its joys are uniformly interspersed
with sorrows, your Clerk having again the melancholy task to record the death of
another distinguished member of our Club, viz: Mr Alexander Brown, tenant of
Braidwood. Although Mr Brown could by no means be said to rank as a first rate
curler, yet none will dispute the loss the Club must sustain from the want of his
powerful assistance in arranging and carrying forward the various operations
necessary in an extensive bonspiel.

The Club held their annual dinner in Mr Dods' inn after the medal was played,
the Rev. Mr Torrance in the chair by merit, and nothing could exceed the innocent
and joyous harmony of the evening.

The following committee were appointed for the ensuing year:-

Dr. John Renton, President
Alexander Dewar, Treasurer James Jackson, Clerk

Rev. Geo. C. Renton, Mr John Allan, Mr Wm. White, Mr Wm. Reid Mr Thos. Aitken
and Mr Wm. Graham, committee.

It was agreed upon at the meeting that no member should get leave to play for
the medal who has not paid any fines he may be due to the Club.   In the next column
is a table of the game for the medal.

In finishing the transactions of the Club for this season, it may not be necessary
to add by way of a lesson of humility to the Parish of Glencorse that in this game
between the two parishes on the large pond headed by the Rev. Alex. Torrance from
Glencorse and Dr John Renton for Penicuik; Glencorse was completely beat by nine
shots.  In curling, as in extensive military campaigns a gleam  of partial success may
at times attend the efforts of the unskilful, but it is energetic enterprise and cool
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intrepidity producing a uniformity of success that the laurels of victory ever adorn
the brow of merit.

18th February 1828

In stating the transactions of this year the Secretary of the Club has but little
to remark as no transactions except for the playing of the medal has taken place, it
being both the first and last day of curling.  As an instance however of the kind
interest Sir George Clerk takes in the Club, your secretary considers it but a proper
expression of gratitude to remark that two days previously to the medal being
competed for, he met Sir George accidentally in Edinburgh the day after his  arrival
from discharging his parliamentary duties in London.  When taking the medal from
his pocket, he requested me to deliver it to the Club for competition, this being the day
it was played for, and gained by Mr Wm. Gilbert, House of Muir.

The following table is a correct statement of the game:

18th Feby. 1828 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total

J Jackson 1 X X 1 X 7
R G C Renton 2 1 X 1 1 5
Mr McLean 3 1 1 X 1 5
Lawhead 4 1 1 1 3
D Millar 5 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 8
Braidwood 6 1 1 1 3
Wm Graham 7 1 X 1 1 1 1 7
A Dewar 8 1 1 1 1 1 5
Mr Dods 9 X X 1 1 1 7
Wm Gilbert 10 1 1 X 1 1 X 1 1 10
Mr Aitken 11 X 1 X 1 6
Brunston 12 X 1 X X 1 1 9
J Harper 13 1 1 2
Dr Renton 14 1 X X 1 X 1 9

The victory of the Rev Mr Torrance, Minister of the Parish of Glencorse, on the
previous year and to that of Mr Gilbert of the same parish this year must have gave
peculiar pleasure indeed to the Curling Club of Penicuik as previous to the union of
these gentlemen with our club, the Parish of Glencorse was unheard of and without a
name in the records of curling chivalry.  The powerful stimulus of the badge of honour
annually given by Sir George Clerk added to the instructive lessons in curling given
these gentlemen by the Penicuik Club.  It is gratifying to remark has produced a
regeneration of action at once honourable to themselves and characteristic of the
liberty and scholastic discipline of their curling instructors.
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This being the day of Sir George Clerk's re-election as a member for the County,
a numerous assemblage in addition to the members of the Club dined in Mr Dods' Inn
to commemorate the event alike gratifying to all present, Dr. John Renton in the
chair.  And it is but justice to remark that nothing could exceed the cordial expression
of joy which reigned throughout the meeting, and which the ability of their learned
Chairman tended to promote and prolong.

20th January 1829

This being the day appointed for the playing for the medal, the overpowering
majority of the Club attended on the pond for the purpose.  When after a keen contest
which in the end was kept up by the Rev. Mr Alex. Torrance and Mr Thos. Aitken,
tenant in Walston, was decided in favour of Mr Aitken by two legal shots above Mr
Torrance.

The following is a correct state of the game.

20th January 1829 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting Total

Rev Mr Torrance 1 1 X X 1 1 1 1 10 Second
victorMr Dods 1 X 3

Dr Jn Renton 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Jn Harper 1 X 1 1 1 6
J Brown 1 X 3
Mr Aitken 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X 10 Victor
Mr Harper X 1 1 1 5
Jas Jackson 1 1 1 1 4
A Henderson 1 X 1 1 1 1 6
D Millar 1 1 X 1 1 1 1 8
A Dewar 1 1 X 1 1 1 1 8
Mr Graham 0
Lawhead 1 1 X 1 1 6
Halls 1 1 1 1 4
Mr Reid 1 1 1 1 1 5

It being exactly fourteen years this day since the Club was constituted under
the illustrious patronage of Sir George Clerk, the Secretary of the Club with every
expression of gratitude which his heart can dictate (for reasons of his own) now
resigns this minute book into the hands of Mr Thos. Aitken, President of this Club,
being sensible that Mr Aitken will see it delivered into hands which will do it superior
justice to the humble and unlettered individual which has hitherto had the charge of
it; and in doing so after its columns are filled up, he hopes it will then be presented to
Sir George Clerk or his representatives to be by them preserved in the library of the
family, and when every member of the Club shall be resting in their “narrow house
and be numbered with their Fathers” it be a book both of peculiar interest and
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amusement.  With these expressions and hopes, your secretary subscribes his name
with every demonstration of gratitude, which his heart can dictate.

(sgd.) James Jackson, Tenant in PlaneTree Shade

25 December 1829

Mr Hepburn Renton being elected as Secretary instead of Mr James Jackson
resigned, the Minute Book was accordingly given in charge to him, but as Mr Renton
had left Penicuik and there had been no minutes made by him, James Jackson at the
general meeting of the Club this evening, was anxiously requested to resume this
office, which he has again for one reason complied with; and therefore states that the
medal was played for this day and was gained by Mr Michael Jenkinson, Howgate
who was only entered this morning by Mr Wilson, Halls, and was only admitted on
the positive conditions that he should play in Mr Dods rink or such other station the
Club might require his aid; it being thought highly improper to admit a mere stranger
who never played on Penicuik pond to the honour of competing for so distinguished a
badge of honour without an assurance both from Mr Wilson and him, that this
injunction should be complied with, which they did in presence of the Members on the
ice, and he was admitted to play accordingly, and had the high honour to carry off
the prize, a circumstance at which the Club expressed their satisfaction, stating that
they hoped it would be the means of establishing a happy union betwixt the curlers of
Penicuik and Howgate, they being both in the same parish and Barony.

The members as usual dined together in the evening, and it was indeed most
gratifying to all to witness the innocent and delightful harmony which existed, and
which the good sense of the gainer of the medal, Mr Jenkinson, in requesting Dr
Renton to the chair for him greatly tended to promote, a circumstance which it is
hoped other victors will follow, as many may be good curlers who are by no means
qualified to preside at a convivial meeting.

The following are Office Bearers for the following year, viz:-

Dr John Renton, President
James Dodds, Treasurer James Jackson, Secretary
David Millar, Thos. Aitken, James McLean, Wm. Gilbert, David Wilson
and Michael Jenkinson, Committee.

31st December 1829

Your Secretary put the following paragraph in the Edinburgh
newspapers, viz:-
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Extract from the Evening Courant December 31, 1829

The table is the result of the days play.

25th Decr. 1829 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting

Rev Mr Torrance 1 1 1 X X 1 1 1 1
Mr Dods 2 1 X
Dr Jn Renton 3 1 1 1 1 1 1
Jn Harper 4 1 X 1 1
Jas Brown 5 1 X
Mr Aitken 6 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Mr Harper 7 X 1 1 1
Jas Jackson 8 1 1 1 1
And Henderson 9 1 X 1 1 1 1
Wm White 1

0
1

David Millar 1
1

1 1 1 X 1
Mr Jenkinson 1

2
1 1 1 X X 1 1 X 1 X victor

GC Renton 1
3

1 1 X X 1 X 1
Mr J Renton 1

4
1 1 1 1 1 X 1

Mr Gilbert 1
5

1 1 1 X 1 X 1 1
Mr Reid 1

6
1 1 X 1 X

Penicuik, Dec 28. - The silver medal given annually, by
Sir George Clerk, Bart., to the Penicuik Curling Club,
was played for on the large pond near Penicuik House
on the 25th inst. and was won by Mr Michael Jenkinson,
Howgate.  The Club as usual dined together in the
evening, Dr John Renton in the chair, whose sprightly
eloquence in prefacing the various toasts tended greatly
to promote the joyous hilarity of the evening. Part of his
remarks on giving the memory of the late John Clerk,
Esq. of Eldin is worthy of record:-“The solemnity of the
forests and the delightful shrubberies combined with the
diversified and majestic scenery of landscape around the
spacious sheet of water on which the party had that day
been curling was well calculated to awaken feelings of
no ordinary description in the minds of the most
unthinking. But when it was considered that it was on
this pond that the late Mr Clerk when only a boy first
planned his theory of Naval Tactics* which has
produced effects alike glorious and awful in the Naval
History of Great Britain, it sheds a sentimental radiance
over the scenery henceforth for ever consecrated as a
monument to his mighty genius, and which was on this
account well worthy of that ornament which Sir George
Clerk seemed so anxious to bestow upon a spot so
interesting to his family honour”.

*See Introduction to Clerk’s Naval Tactics
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1829

Curling Match with the Parish of Dolphinton

In noticing the various games of the season your Clerk has in the first instance
to record the happy termination of a game between our Club and the Parish of
Dolphinton upon Slipperfield Loch which was decided in favour of Penicuik by six
shots, but this was only the commencement of a campaign for glory, perhaps
unprecedented in the curling annals of Scotland and which future generations of
curlers in our now far famed Parish of Penicuik at their winter fire-sides or upon the
icy field may recite with glorious glee.

The following account of them were cut out from the Edinburgh newspapers,
and pasted in their respective order in the Minute Book.

Match with the Merchiston Club 14th January 1830

Scotsman 16 Jan 1830

Another Match with Merchiston Club 1st February 1830

CURLING. - A Bonspiel was played on the large
pond near Penicuik House belonging to Sir George
Clerk, Bart., between the Penicuik and Merchiston
curlers on Thursday last, with five rinks of four
players a-side.  The rival clubs have played four
previous matches with alternate success and this
meeting was to determine which club should be the
victor.  After one of the keenest contested games
that was played on ice, the clubs parted as they met,
being equal in shots at the end of the match. They
afterwards dined in Mr Dodds’ inn, Penicuik, and
played the game over again at the festive board,
with that harmony which always characterises
curlers.

CURLING. - A match was played on Monday, Feb.
1st. upon the large pond near Penicuik House
belonging to Sir George Clerk, Bart. M.P. between
four rinks from the Merchiston Curling Club and
an equal number from the Penicuik Club.  In
consequence of the above clubs having formerly
played five different matches, each beating
alternatively and the fifth turning out a draw (a rare
occurrence in the annals of curling) and as the
Merchiston curlers had never been beaten by any
club, they were anxious for this match to decide
who should be the victors; and after a day’s play of
no ordinary anxiety before a great concourse of
spectators, the victory was decided in favour of
Penicuik by a majority of 25 shots, leaving
Penicuik the unrivalled champion in Lothian.
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Contests with the Parish of Glencorse 15th January 1830, the Parich of
Cairntown 18th January 1830, and Walston Curlers 22nd January 1830

Curling Match Roslin Club v. Four Adjacent Parishes

Bonspiel with the Ancient Burgh of Peebles

CURLING. - A curling match was played upon the
large pond near Penicuik House on Friday, 15th

January between three rinks from the Parish of
Penicuik and the same number from the Parish of
Glencorse.  This was the second defeat the
Glencorse curlers received from the Penicuik
curlers this season. - Another match was played on
Monday, the 18th by the same curlers from the
Parish of Penicuik against an equal number from
the Parish of Cairntown, which was likewise
gained by the Parish of Penicuik. - A third and
more important match was played on Marfield
Loch on Friday, the 22nd between four rinks from
the far famed Walston curlers in Lanarkshire and
four rinks from the Parish of Penicuik in which the
Penicuik curlers were again victorious.

CURLING. - On the 1st. ultimo a match was played near
Wester Howgate between twelve players from the Roslin
Curling Club and an equal number collected from the
outskirts of four adjacent parishes.  The game was divided
into three rinks a-side with four players to each rink.  Two
of the Roslin rinks (one of which was headed by an old skip
from the village of Penicuik) had the honour of beating their
own Parish of Lasswade and its auxiliaries for the second
time.  The third Roslin rink engaged one composed of
players entirely from the Parish of Penicuik and was as
usual defeated, thus adding another victory to the eight
which Penicuik curlers have this season achieved over all
who have met them upon the ice.

Curling. - A most interesting bonspiel was played on
Thursday last on the magnificent lake of Portmore
belonging to Colin MacKenzie, Esq. between four rinks
from Penicuik Curling Club and the same number from the
ancient Burgh of Peebles.  The Penicuik curlers had long
wished for an opportunity to redeem the honour which was
lost in the County match between Peebleshire and Mid-
Lothian, and as success seemed to be much on the side of
Penicuik this season, they were anxious to try their fortune
upon this occasion and in that trust they were not
disappointed.  As this is the last game in which the Penicuik
curlers will be be engaged this season, they may be
permitted to say what they never could say before and
perhaps may never have it in their power to say again, that
in all their matches with Mid-Lothian, Lanarkshire,
Peebleshire, etc. they have been successful. – From a
Correspondent.
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In addition to these feats of glory your Clerk has deemed it not unsuitable to
insert a beautiful paragraph taken from the Dumfries Courier regarding our duties
to the poor amidst the engagement of these our innocent festivities.

Donation

It is a most agreeable reflection to the curlers of Penicuik Parish that this
important duty has likewise for some years past been much attended to, by them, and
I have to mention with pleasure that this season, Mr Piper, Merchant of Penicuik
gave a present of a watch to the poor to be played at curling, the proceeds of which
went to purchase coals which, being driven gratuitously by the farmers gave a great
and seasonable relief to many poor families.  By this adding virtue to valour, the
Goddess of Fortune will continue to smile upon us.

James Jackson, Clerk

Given at Penicuik in the glorious year 1830

God save the King

THE WEATHER AND THE POOR. - Though our mails and
coaches continue pretty regularly, everything seems to portend an
early and heavy fall of snow.  The barometer is falling though not
rapidly and we learn that flocks of wild ducks, geese and even
swans have been winging their way to the west, or to those inland
springs and marshes which their instincts seem to tell them are
rarely frozen to any extent even during the most inclement
weather.  Though the Lochs are frozen, the rivers are free, and the
storm on the whole has been moderate as yet.  During the whole
of last week, Bonspiels were played in every direction and from
all we can learn, more matches have been played and shots taken,
than the parties however active, will be able to decide for days to
come.  In the whole range of rural sports, there is no game more
bracing or manly than curling, and while various kinds of labour
are necessarily suspended, it is pleasing to see our hardy yeomen
whiling the time away so innocently and agreeably.  But the poor
alas! are differently situated; and now that one year is about to
close and another to dawn on us for good or for evil, we would
fain impress on the minds of our readers a great duty of Christmas
charity, to many of the poor households, the winter months bring
a great succession of misery.  During the present dull and
pinching times, few of them we fear, have anything laid up to
meet what is called the evil day, and when work is scarce, raiment
scanty and fuel dear, it is melancholy to see those who have done
their utmost while the occasion served, bending over the embers
of a small fire, or it may be a black and empty grate with nothing
to trust to save a small store of potatoes, and compelled not
infrequently, while Nature rebels, and their hearts bleed within
them to send their children, supperless, to bed.  Let our townsmen
therefore bestir themselves, cast their mites freely into the
treasury of charity; let them remember that God’s providence was
meant for all, however the goods and gifts of fortune may be
divided; that therefore there is still corn in Egypt and wealth in
the land; that while time is flying fast and reminding the most
heedless of the great Goal to which they are hastening, the most
acceptable service we can render our Maker on entering the duties
of the new year, is to succour those who are ready to perish.-
Dumfries Courier.
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If the seasons of 1829 and 1830 were peculiarly fortunate for the curlers of
Penicuik, the season of 1830, 1831 was no less so and has now left Penicuik complete
victors over every Parish and club in the surrounding country and in the great
curling match between Mid-Lothian and Lanarkshire, Penicuik still showed its
superiority on the momentous field of action, as is exhibited in the following
statements extracted from the Edinburgh newspapers.

Great Curling Match

Curling Match with the Parish of Walston

Sir George Clerk’s medal was likewise played for and gained by Robert
Jenkinson, Howgate as per annexed report, likewise cut out of the newspaper:-

.

The annexed table is a correct state of the play:-

Great Curling Match. - In consequence of a challenge
being given and accepted for a County game between the
curlers of Mid-Lothian and the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire,
a meeting took place on Slipperfield Loch in Peebleshire on
Friday 28th January.  The game was taken on for ten rinks a-
side. Only three of the Parishes adjacent to the scene of
action turned out on the part of Lanarkshire.  The curlers who
opposed them on the part of Mid-Lothian consisted of three
rinks from the Merchiston Club, three from Roslin, and four
from Penicuik.  The day was favourable.  The opposing rinks
were matched by tickets drawn by the skips, and after a day’s
play of great good humour and intense anxiety on both sides,
victory was declared in favour of Mid-Lothian by 45 shots.
The three rinks from Merchiston gained 15, three from
Roslin, 12 and four from Penicuik 18.  Although county
matches from their magnitude are difficult to arrange and can
but seldom take place, yet as they tend to strengthen the
rivalry which is peculiar to the game, they ought to be
encouraged as promoting dexterity in the art and enlarging
the sphere of social intercourse by bringing together kindred
spirits that but for such occasions would never meet.

CURLING MATCH. - In consequence of a challenge being
given to the Penicuik Club by the Walston curlers on ice at
the termination of the last County game between the Upper
Ward of Lanarkshire and Mid-Lothian (the curlers of
Walston being victorious as a Parish in that match) a meeting
accordingly took place on Monday, the 31st. January
between four rinks from the Penicuik club and the same
number from Walston, when after a very keen day’s play, the
Penicuik curlers beat their opponents by a majority of thirty
shots.

The elegant silver medal given annually, by Sir George
Clerk, Bart., to the curlers in the Parish of Penicuik was played
for on one of his ponds on Tuesday, the 28th ult.  After a game,
always peculiarly interesting for such a badge of honour, the
prize was won by Mr Robert Jenkinson, Howgate, after a keen
contest between him and Mr James Brown, Braidwood.
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1830 Decr 28 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting

J Jackson 1 1 1 1 X 1 1 7
D Millar 2 X X X 1 X 9
John Brown 3 X 1 X 1 X 1 1 10
D Wilson, Halls 4 1 1 1 1 X 6
Rev Mr Torrance 5 1 1 1 1 4
Mr Graham 6 X X 1 1 1 7
Mr Ballantyne 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Am Brown,
Braidwood

8 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
T Aitken, Walston 9 1 1 1 1 1 5
Jn Harper,
Brunstan

10 1 1 1 1 4
Geo Somervile 11 1 1 X 1 1 6
Mr Dods 12 1 1 X 1 1 6
James Dods Junr 13 1 1 1 1 4
Mr Temple 14 1 1 X 1 1 6
Rt Jenkinson 15 1 1 X X 1 X X 11 —
J Balantyne,
Eastfield

16 1 1 1 1 4
Mr Harper,
Brunstan

17 1 1 X 4
Jas Ballantyne 18 1 1 1 1 4
Mr Gilbert 19 1 1 1 1 4
T Jenkinson 20 1 1 1 1 1 5
Jn McLean 21 1 1 1 3
Dr Wilson 22 X 1 1 1 1 6
W Cowan 23 1 1 1 1 4

By the preceding table it will be seen that each individual gained upon average on
the whole 6 shots.

Each player should play 32 ends; 8 at drawing, 8 at porting, 8 at striking, and
8 at wicking
But as few of the players play all of the ends, it cannot be said that 6 are only taken
out of 32, as most of the players resign at the wicking when they have no chance of
gaining the medal.

It would be desirable however, on the purpose of ascertaining how many shots
are really won that each player plays out the game, and comparative statements of
the table made out by the Clerk showing the annual improvement or falling off in the
day’s play, the only way of judging the merits of the players in our Parish.

John Renton, Penicuik, December 30th 1830

From the foregoing statements regarding the years 1829-1830 and 1830-31, it
may be candidly stated that the Club and Parish have arrived at as high a pitch of
perfection in curling as it ever attained at any former period of its history and the
cause of which must be in the first place be ascribed to the stimulus given it in
competing for the medal, and to the better organisation and discipline of the various

His last game in the medal
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rinks the happy union and right understanding that subsists betwixt the village, the
Howgate and West country curlers as well as to the excellent collection of stones for
any sort of weather, but amidst all these triumphs, the melancholy incidents
inevitably attended upon the lot of humanity, has this season since we last assembled
together upon the frozen loch presented us with the lessons of humility, well calculated
to moderate our joy in the death of both of the Father and Champion of the Club, viz:-
Jas. Dodds and Mr John Allan, both of whom it may be perhaps justly said 2we shall
never see the like again” whether in the innocent and spirit stirring exercise of our
national game or in no less innocent and convivial festivities of its table and fire-side
assemblages, and who of us on these occasions has not participated in the innocent
and amusing exercises of the one, and the exhilarating merriment of the other; but
they are gone from us, leaving us the awful lesson, that in a few more winters the
whole of us must follow them, and that the scenery of our pastime and the associates
of our enjoyments which knew us once, “ shall in a short time know us no more for
ever”.

Names of Committee

Dr John Renton, Vice-president

Mr Jas. McLean, to be Secretary in 1831-32

Messrs Thos. Aitken, Mr David Wilson, James Brown and George Somerville:
Committee.

PlaneTree Shade 29 December 1831 J. Jackson

1832

The annual donation of a silver medal given to the Club by its Patron, Sir
George Clerk was competed for and was gained by John Harper, Brunstane Castle.

5th January 1832

Nine Mile Burn

At the annual meeting of the Club held at Mr McLean’s, Nine Mile Burn this
day, it was unanimously agreed to that upon every subsequent year, each member
competing for the medal given by Sir George Clerk shall pay one sixpence to the
Secretary before playing, the money to be appropriated as a fund for the service of
the club.

Mr Robert Stewart, Head Inn, Penicuik, and Mr John Elliot, Marchwell and
Mr Stephen Brown, Howgate were admitted as member this day of the Penicuik
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Curling Club.  It was unanimously agreed to that Mr Jackson be continued as
Secretary with a salary of seven shillings a year.

Names of Committee
Mr John Harper, President
Dr John Renton, Vice-president and Treasurer
James Jackson, Secretary

Mr Wilson, Halls, Mr Jenkinson, Ravelsykes, Mr Aitken, Walston, Mr Temple,
Penicuik, Mr Brown, Braidwood, Mr Ballantyne and Mr Gilbert, House of Muir,
Councillors.

The Committee shall be answerable for warning the members to play for the
medal given by Sir George Clerk, and also to get the names of the members who intend
dining at the annual dinner.

It was also agreed to at the suggestion of Sir George Clerk that each member of
the Club competing for the medal shall have a pair of curling stones to play with,
which no other Member can claim that day.

It was also agreed that four ends of Porting, Drawing, Inwicking, and Striking,
with two stones by each member be played in playing for the medal, that the gainer
of the medal shall have two shots a-head to make him equal with one who has never
gained one.

It was also agreed to unanimously that a vote of thanks be given to Sir George
for his patronage to the Club and for the kindness and attention he has so long
bestowed upon it.  Dr John Renton was appointed to do the same.

After balancing the affairs of the Club, 6/- was left in the hands of Dr Renton,
Treasurer

In consequence of Sir George Clerk’s continued kindness to the Club in the gift
of the medal and the free use of his ponds for the games of the Club, it was suggested
by Dr Renton that the Club should present him with a small token of their gratitude,
the proposal being submitted to the consideration of the Committee, they all
unanimously approved of the measure, as did all the Members to whom it was
intimated, and it is most pleasant to state that all the tenantry on the Estate with one
accord came forward to subscribe their mite for the gift and became Members of the
Club to enable them to do so.

A Horn was selected as the most appropriate gift, and Dr Renton was
appointed to get it executed, which he did to the satisfaction of the Club.

Sir George Clerk was in London, Dr Renton was requested to deliver it to Lady
Clerk in name of the Club which he did, and the following is a copy of the
correspondence on delivering it, and a song composed by one of the members upon the
0ccasion.
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The following is likewise a copy of a letter from George Irving Esq. On his being
admitted a member of the Club, and having consulted regarding the propriety of
presenting Sir George Clerk with a horn.

Edinburgh, 3rd. Feby. 1832

Sir,

I have received your letter of the 29th January, mentioning that
I have been admitted as member of the Penicuik Curling Club.  I beg
to assure you that I feel proud of being enrolled among those truly
distinguished body of curlers and that it will be my earnest endeavour
to attain such a knowledge and skill in the truly excellent and
national game as will not disgrace the society of which I am now an
unworthy member.

I have much pleasure in conveying to you the request of Mr
James Clerk to be admitted a member of the Society and hope you will
enrol his name without delay and send him notice of your having
done so.

It must be truly gratifying to every member of the society to see
him coming forward to support the curling club of Penicuik to which
his father has been so long a true friend and kind patron.  I hope he
will soon acquire great proficiency in the noble game of which his
father is so distinguished and skilled player.

I approve highly of the club presenting Sir George Clerk with the
Snuff Mill as mentioned.   I shall pay you my subscription along with
the entry money when I come to Penicuik to attend the meeting to lay
on the poor’s assessments, if none of the gentlemen you mentioned call
on me before then.

When it is considered how much the curlers of Penicuik are
indebted to Sir George Clerk for enabling them to enjoy the
invigorating pastime by allowing them to freely use his ponds near
Penicuik House and how ready he is to devote the time he can spare
from more important avocations to joyous contests with them in the
roaring play.  It cannot be doubted that they will gladly embrace this
opportunity of testifying their gratitude  and I am sure be gratifying
to Sir George’s feelings to receive such a proof of his enjoying the
approbation of the curlers of Penicuik.

I am sorry you have not been successful in getting a prize and
wish you may not be so unlucky in your future attempts.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

(sgd.) George Irving
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Letter from Dr John Renton to Lady Clerk, of Penicuik

Mr Renton takes the liberty of sending by his servant under
charges to Lady Clerk a silver mounted horn which the Penicuk
Curling Club have presented to Sir George Clerk and of which it begs
his acceptance.  Mr Renton will be obliged to Lady Clerk either to keep
the horn as she thinks best until Sir George returns to Scotland or
forward it to London with a letter which accompanies it, and which
he will thank Lady Clerk to direct as he does not know the address.

Penicuik, march, 1st. 1832
Thursday (sgd.) J.R.

Letter from Lady Clerk, of Penicuik – to Dr John Renton

Lady Clerk presents her compliments to Mr Renton and has
received the very handsome Horn, which the Penicuik curling club
have presented to Sir George.  Lady Clerk will forward the letter to Sir
George and keep the Horn, which she is sure, Sir George will feel highly
gratified in accepting.

Moray Place, March, 2nd.

Letter from Dr. John Renton to Sir George Clerk, Bart. M.P.

Sir George,
At the annual meeting of the Penicuik Curling Club, I was

requested to transmit to you the thanks and best wishes of the Club for
the patronage you have so long continued to bestow upon it, and for
the interest you have upon all occasions taken in its prosperity.  This
communication I delayed to make until an object the club had in view
was carried into effect, which was to present you with some small
testimonial of its gratification.  In selecting a snuff mill for the
purpose, the club considered a Horn might not be unacceptable to you
as being emblematical of the tenure by which the House of Penicuik
holds its Estate “Free for a blast”, while the club acknowledges with
much thankfulness the advantage you have so long kindly afforded it
in the use of your ponds and the encouragement you have held out to
excellence in play by the annual donation of a medal. Ye,t allow me
to say if success be a test of improvement, the club have proved itself not
unworthy of your patronage.



45

I am but a young curler, but I remember well that scarcely a
Parish would meet us upon the ice in so little estimation were our
curlers held before you instituted our club.  I can now with the truth
add that few parishes but would meet us in fear and reckon it their
greatest honour to have a shot a-head.

I have sent the horn in charge to Lady Clerk and in the name
of the Penicuik Curling Club beg your acceptance of it with its best
wishes for a long continuance to the health and happiness of yourself,
Lady Clerk and family.

I have the honour to be with respect
(sgd.) John Renton, Vice Pres.

Letter from Sir George Clerk, Bart.M.P. to Dr John Renton

London, 9th March, 1832

My Dear Sir,

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 9th inst.
informing me that the Penicuik Curling Club have done me the
honour to present me with a handsome snuff mill.  In reply I have to
request that you will convey to the Club my grateful acknowledgment
in this mark of their friendship and affection.  I assure them that I
shall ever be most anxious to promote the objects for which the Club is
instituted.  I take so much interest myself in our truly national
amusement of curling.  I derive so much pleasure in joining a bonspiel
whenever I have an opportunity that the Club may be assured of my
assistance on all occasions and in whatever measure it can be most
usefully employed.

I beg leave also to return my best thanks for the flattering
manner in which you can have conveyed to me the information of the
handsome gift of the Club which Lady Clerk informs me is extremely
beautiful and elegant.

I remain
John Renton, Esq., Your truly
Penicuik (sgd.) George Clerk

1832

Winter 1832.  Regarding the transactions of this winter, the Secretary of the
Club having been engaged in the publication of his prize essays, it put it altogether
out of his power, to do that justice to the minutes which he would have wished to have
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done had he not been so engaged; and on this account he must only briefly state; that
at the annual competition game Mr Wilson, tenant in Halls, carried off the medal, a
circumstance which gave universal satisfaction to the Club.

We were likewise engaged with the clubs of Roslin and Merchiston, upon
Penicuik pond, but from the circumstances above referred to, the Secretary cannot
correctly give the results.  These clubs however, will in all likelihood have them
recorded in their Minute Books.

The following is the Committee of Management for the year;
Mr Wilson, Halls President
Mr Temple Vice & Treasurer
Mr John Harper, Brunstane
Mr Gilbert, House of Muir
Mr Brown, Braidwood
Jas. Jackson Secretary

Scotsman 9 Feb 1833

This ends the transactions of the last 20 years.

Curling. – The Roslin Curling Club have this
winter proved their dexterity at the sliddery game,
by beating all who opposed them.  On the 25th ult.
they met the Edinburgh Lanarkshire Club with
sixteen players on their pond at Roslin; when after
a well contested game, victory declared in favour
of Roslin by fifteen shots.  On Friday the 1st instant,
another bonspiel was played on one of Sir George
Clerk’s ponds between them and the Penicuik Club,
also with sixteen players aside, when Penicuik
curlers had to transfer their long worn laurels to the
brows of their victorious rivals.  The balance of
shots being seven in favour of Roslin – sic transit
Gloria mundi!



47

Second Series

For the ensuing years from this date
January 20th 1835

Transactions January 1835

20th January 1835

Previous to this date the winters have been uncommonly mild and excepting 4
days of frost no opportunity has occurred in which the medal could be played for.
And curling on these days (and indeed before and after them) was interrupted by a
most important electioneering contest for the County betwixt our Patron and Jas.
Gibson Craig Esq. Younger, of Rickerton.  To the honour of the Club, the most
respectable and influential of its Members were actively engaged in this contest in
favour of Sir George, and only 4 days previous to this date it was decided with a
glorious triumph in favour of Sir George Clerk.  And this day the Club met in high
spirits to play for the medal.  But previous to playing for the medal, the President for
the year Mr Wilson, tenant in Halls, and a deputation delivered to Sir George a copy
volume of the Transactions of the Club for the past 20 years, transcribed by the son of
Mr James McLean, tenant in Nine Mile Burn, with a request that it might be
preserved in the library of Penicuik House as a memorial of the institution.  Sir George
Clerk expressed himself highly gratified with the gift, and the following is a copy of
the Title Page and Introduction to the volume.
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INTRODUCTION.
The Penicuik Curling Club having been of twenty years standing, and its transactionscontaining much curious matter, which the members have considered worthy ofpreservation, Mr James McLean, tenant at Ninemile Burn, undertook to get themtranscribed by his Son.  The following pages are, therefore, a correct copy of the originalMinute-book, written by Mr John McLean, a boy only thirteen years of age, affording aspecimen of penmanship which reflects not only high honour on the young man butlikewise adduces most satisfactory evidence of the very able tuition of his ingeneousPreceptor, Mr Hunter, Schoolmaster of Ninemile Burn and Carlops.  As the copy has beenmade under Mr Hunter’s immediate superintendence, the Committee consider he wellmerits this feeble token of their gratitude for his attention, and admiration of his ability,as a Teacher in the Parish of Penicuik. But

Where acknowledged merits reigns,Praise is impertinent, and censure vain. POPE.
Curling is a game peculiar only to Scotland, and Curling Silver Relics, the gift of itsancient Kings, are yet contested for upon the ice, in some counties, which proves it tohave been a favourite amusement of the Sovereigns and Nobles of Caledonia, in by-goneages.   There is no written or printed record regarding the antiquity of this game in theparish of Penicuik, excepting the Motto on the Title Page, taken from the poems of DrPenicuik, of Newhall.   It was a favourite amusement, however, of Sir John Clerk, (great-grandfather of our Patron), and his most patriotic and accomplished son, Sir James, whobuilt Penicuik House, who were both in habits of intimacy with Dr Penicuik, and who, nodoubt, had many a Curling contest together, upon Penicuik Pond and Marfield Loch.   Oneof the Stones which Sir John, and two which Sir James Clerk, played with, are still on thePonds at Penicuik House.  General report affirms, that the winters of those days weremore severe than what they are at present.   During the three winters past there hasbeen little frost to render Curling practicable; but when it does occur, it has a doublerelish;

If all the year were playing holidays,To sport would be as tedious as to workBut when they seldom come, they wish’d for come SHAKESPEARE.
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Curling is an amusement which conveys to every well constituted mind therecollection of the contentment, the innocence, and the patriotic attachment to theirKing and Country, which so eminently characterises our forefathers.Nothing, indeed, is more characteristic of the innocence or depravity of a people, thanthe nature of their amusements; on this account, it is an object worthy of the Great andthe Wealthy of our land to direct the public mind, by their influence and example, to suchas have a peaceful and virtuous tendency;  the Club, therefore, beg to express theirgratitude to Sir George Clerk, for his exemplary conduct in this respect, and they trustthat this small tribute of their admiration, may excite a corresponding spirit in the futuredescendants of his Family.  In concluding these remarks, and depositing this record oftheir transactions in the Library of Penicuik House, it is the ardent prayer of theMembers of the Penicuik Curling Club, that Sir George and Lady Clerk may be longpreserved as a blessing to the Parish, and examples of every domestic and social virtue.

POSTSCRIPT.

As an evidence that Sir George Clerk and his tenantry have been as perservering intheir Agricultue, as in their Curling improvements, the Secretary has thought it properto subjoin his published account of the Parish of Penicuik, for which the Highland Societyof Scotland awarded him their Silver Medal, and which, at a future period, he conceives,may be as great a curiosity as the Curling Minute-book.  And he begs to conclude, byexpressing the high pleasure which he feels, that the Curling Club of Penicuik, and it’sHonourable Patron, should thus distinguish his labours, with no honourable a destiny,as a place in the Library of Penicuik House. JAMES JACKSONPLANETREE SHADE,25th December, 1834
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Sir George expressed himself sorrow that he could not attend the annual medal game,
being called expressly to London as a member of the Cabinet, but his son James Clerk
Esq. Younger of Penicuik honoured the Club by his attendance as a Member, affording
satisfactory evidence that he will follow the example of the illustrious predecessors of
his family in patronising this ancient amusement of his forefathers and the Parish of
Penicuik.

The following is a table of the annual game.

Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting

Mr Ts Ballantyne 1 1 1 X 1 1
Jon Harper 2 1 1 1
Wm Thomson 3 1 1 1
Jas Clerk Esqr 4 X 1 1 1
Ts Elliot 5 1 1 1 1
Mr Harper 6 1 X X
Jas Dods 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
G  Somervile 8 X 1 1
Jon Laidlaw 9 1 1
Mr Brown 1

0
1 1 1

Rt Jenkinson 1
1

X X 1
Lawhead 1

2
1 1 1 1

Thos Brown 1
3

X 1
Wm Gilbert 1

4
1 1 1 1 1 1

Jenkinson, Penicuik 1
5

1 1 1 1 X 1
Dr Marr 1

6
1 1

Jas Steel 1
7

1 1 X
Thos Jenkinson 1

8
1 1 1 1 1 X X

Wm Lawson 1
9

1 1 1 X 1 1 1 1
Abernethy 2

0
X X

D Millar 2
1

1 1 1 1
Mr Aitken 2

2
1 1 1 1 X X X 1 X 1 1 15, victor

victorvic
tor

Mr McLean 2
3

1 1 1 1 1
Jas Jackson 2

4
1 X 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 victors man

Mr Laidlaw

13 of the Club dined in the Head Inns in the evening and assuredly, a more
happy, a more innocent and a more agreeable company never met – Mr Aitken in the
chair, Mr Wilson, croupier

Members of committee until next medal is played for,
Mr Aitken, President by merit
Mr Charles Lawson, President for the village
Mr James Manson, Treasurer
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Mr James Jackson, Secretary
Mr Somervile, Greenlaw Mains, Mr Jas. McLean, Ninemile Burn, Mr David Wilson,
Halls, Mr Thomson, Penicuik, and Mr D. Millar: Councillors

The following statement of the game was put in the Edinburgh News Papers

The elegant silver medal given annually by Sir George Clerk, Bart. M.P. to the Penicuik Curling
Club, was played for on one of the ponds at Penicuik House on the 20th January, and after a game of fine
play, was gained by Mr Thomas Aitken, farmer, Walston; As this is the second time Mr Aitken has had the
honour of gaining the medal, his victory was hailed with spontaneous bursts of applause, by the club, and
the numerous assemblage of spectators upon the ice.

15th March 1837

At the special request of Dr Marr and Michael Jenkinson a meeting of the
Village Committee of the Club was called to consider the practability of playing for
the medal next day - When the Presy. and each member present were of opinion that
as it was ascertained the ice was good, and that at this advanced period of the season
there could be no prospect of another opportunity occurring, the Secretary got orders
to warn the Members to be on the ice by seven o’clock next morning which he
accordingly did by a special messenger in the usual form.  But it was to be regretted
that from a public Dinner being in Edinburgh on the previous day, and other
unforeseen circumstances, the attendance on the ice was comparatively small.  The
ice however was fine and the game well contested; and the medal was ultimately
gained by Charles Cowan Esq. of Valleyfield.  Considering that for 4 generations this
highly respectable family has brought an immense accumulation of wealth, and the
means of honest industry to the village and Parish of Penicuik, Mr Cowan gaining
this honorary badge of victory in the Parish contest of our national pastime is a
circumstance well meriting the Clubs’ most cordial and unanimous congratulations.
And circumstances fortunately occurred, which in a very striking degree elicited an
expression of this feeling.

In the evening the Club dined together, Mr Cowan in the chair, and most
assuredly a more happy, and a more agreeable meeting was never spent in the Parish.

The following is a table of the game;
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March 16th 1837

Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting

J Jackson X 1 1 1 X 1 8
J Piper 1 1 1
Mr Cowan X 1 1 1 X 1 1 1 10,

victorDr Marr 1 1
Mr Thomson 1 1 X 1 1 1
Mr Jenkinson 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Mr Gilbert X 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Mr Dawson 1 1 1
Mr Lawson 1 1 X 1 1
Mr Ballantyne 1 1 1 1
T. Trumble 1 1 1 1 1

The following state of the game was put in the Edinburgh papers,

The elegant silver medal given annually by Sir George Clerk, Bart. M.P. to the Penicuik Curling Club was
played for on Thursday last the 16th Inst.  And after a keen contest and game of excellent play was won by Charles
Cowan Esq. of Valleyfield.  The annals of curling in the Parish of Penicuik affords no record of the game being played
at such an advanced period of the season and during the by past severe winter, the ice was never in better condition, a
striking and memorable illustration of the severity of the spring of 1837.

As usual the Club dined together in the Kings Arms, Penicuik, and spent a
happy evening in that innocent festivity and mutual good feeling, which this
ancient pastime of Caledonia is ever calculated to promote and cherish.

20th November 1837

By desire of the President a meeting of the Club was held at Mr Stewart’s Inn.
Mr Cowan stated that he had called this meeting in consequence of a letter he had
received from Mr Jackson resigning his secretaryship, which was laid before the
meeting.  A deputation was sent for Mr Jackson, who on his arrival stated he had
adhered to his resolution formerly come to, and his resignation was accepted, though
the club could not but regret that they should be deprived of one, who’s valuable
services had contributed so long and so greatly to the efficiency of the Club.  His name
is intimately connected with the annals of the Club since ever it was a Club, not only
in heralding its victories which are neither few nor far between, but also for exertions
in many a hard fought game.

John Piper Senr., was then proposed by Mr James McLean seconded by Mr
Arthur Thomson and elected Secretary in room of Mr Jackson.
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It was proposed and unanimously agreed to, at said meeting, that the Club
should present Mr Jackson with some suitable token of their approbation of his long
& useful service.  A committee was appointed to carry this measure into effect, names
of said committee as follows: Mr Cowan (president), Mr McLean, Mr Harper, Mr
Wilson, Mr Gilbert, Mr Thomson and John Piper Senr.

24th November 1837

The members of the above mentioned Committee met in the Secretary’s room,
and were unanimously of opinion that if an inkstand could be procured in the shape
of a curling stone it would be a very suitable and appreciative gift.

This Committee agreed to submit a set of rules to the curlers first convenient
opportunity in consequence of the instructions of last general meeting.

To promote the efficiency of the Club, the Committee were also of opinion that
a distinct arrangement of the different rinks should take place and each skip to have
the pleasure of choosing his own players.

19th January 1838

As consequence of a challenge given by the Penicuik curlers to the Roslin
Curling Club, four rinks from each club met on the Roslin Curling pond on Friday the
19th January 1838.  When after a very arduous and keenly contested game the Penicuik
curlers being stimulated by the desire to regain their lost honour strained every
nerve, and notwithstanding the much determined opposition on the part of the Roslin
curlers, we had the good fortune to beat our old opponents by a majority of nine shots.
I need not add that this victory gave great satisfaction to the Club.

20th January 1838

On Saturday the 20th January the splendid medal given annually by Sir G.
Clerk, Bart., to the Club was played for on the Low Pond, when twenty-eight members
of the club assembled to try their skill in Scotia’s manly game.  As the day was
considerably advanced before everything was in readiness and the list of competitors
so numerous, it was proposed that instead of four ends of each point of the game, only
three should be played.  After a keen competition, Mr James Abernethy, Howgate
was declared the successful competitor having taken twelve shots out of the twenty-
four as will be seen by the table of the game.  In the regretted absence of Sir G. Clerk,
his son John Clerk, Esq. presented Mr Abernethy with the medal.
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In the evening the Club dined in Mr Stewart’s inn, John Clerk Esq., in the chair,
Mr Charles Cowan, Esq. croupier, and after spending a night of high and pure
enjoyment which none who had the happiness of being present will ever forget.  The
meeting separated at an early hour. It is but justice to state that the dinner was in
Mrs Stewarts’s usual elegant substantial style.

30th January 1838 Drawing Striking Inwicking Porting
Andrew Harper
Senr

X 1 1 1
Michael Jenkinson 1
Alexr Dewar 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X
John Laidlaw 1 1 1 X
James Abernethy X X X 1 1 1 1 X
Robert Jenkinson 1 1 1
David Wilson 1 X 1 1 1 1 1
Arthur Thomson 1 1 1 1 1 1
John Clerk Esqr 1 X
Robert Henderson 1 1 X 1 1 X 1
David Millar X 1 1 1 X
William Walker 1 1 1 1 1
Thomas Jenkinson X 1 1 1
John Harper X
James Jackson 1 X 1
Mr Aitken
(Conducted)James Thorburn 1 1 1 1
Mr Temple 1 X
Thomas Brown 1 X 1 X 1 1 1 1
William Gilbert 1 X 1 1 X 1 X 1 X
Charles Lawson 1 1
Andrew Harper
Junr

1 1 1 X
John Turnbull 1
George Millar 1 X 1 1 1 1
James McLean X X 1 1 X
Rev. Mr Torrance 1
John Piper Senr 1 1 X 1 1 1 1
William Dawson 1 1 1 1

26th January 1838

Having received a challenge from the Rev. Dr Ayton of Dolphinton to meet us
with four stones each on Marfield Loch for a friendly trial of skill or as he termed it
for the purpose of getting a lesson from the wise men of the East, we started in good
spirits, determined to let them have the benefit of our experience.  After an hour’s
hard work cleaning the rinks which rather tired us a little, we commenced in good
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earnest, and after a capital day’s sport and a game of great interest, the last rink
having to elucidate the game which was nobly contested, the Dolphinton Lads were
high in hope and their skip like another Bonaparte did all that a man in his
circumstances could do, he made the most of his materials, but a Wellington and his
tried veterans were affirmed to them.  In vain were all their efforts for loud and high
o’er frozen field, the sound of victory flew. Majority nine shots.

15th February 1838

Four companies of our tried troops marched under their respective leaders to
the canal to meet four of the Merchiston Club.  I may here state that this game was
to have been played on Penicuik pond and the day was well set, but the first time the
morning looked fresh, so they did not come.  The second they got the length of Mr
Stewart’s but having to go to Marfield our ice having failed us, their horses were
unable to proceed.  Messrs Aitken and McLean on hearing this, in the most handsome
manner, instantly sent a double horse cart for them and likewise to carry our own
curlers to Marfield, the day being considerably advanced.  By this time however, the
Merchiston curlers, greatly to our mortification declined the contest.  Vexed at these
disappointments, it was at last resolved to carry the war into the enemy’s country
and compel them to fight.  Accordingly four rinks from each as above stated met on
the canal and when after a friendly game, we again came off victorious, having a
majority of (not stated).

23rd February 1838

After a friendly game on the ice, a large number of the Penicuik Curling Club
dined together in the King’s Arms Inn.  There on the occasion of Mr James Jackson
having resigned the office of Secretary to the Club which he had held for a period of
nearly twenty four year, Mr Charles Cowan, Valleyfield, President of the Club in the
chair, Mr McLean, Braidwood, Croupier.  After the usual toasts, which were loyally
received and responded to, the Chairman prefaced Mr Jackson’s health as the toast of
the evening, by informing him that in consequence of his strongly expressed wish to
be relieved from the onerous duties of Secretary, the Club had reluctantly agreed to

Curling. – On Friday 26th ult. four rinks of
curlers from the parish of Penicuik met by
appointment the same number from the parish
of Dolphinton on Marfield Loch, when after a
keen and manly contest, and a day of excellent
curling, victory declared in favour of Penicuik
by a majority of 9 shots.  This is the second
bonspiel which Penicuik Curling Club has
gained this season.
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accept his resignation, but on doing so, they had conceived it their duty to present
him with the same mark of their approbation for his long and useful service.  Mr
Cowan had therefore the pleasure in the name and on  behalf of the Club to present
Mr Jackson with an elegant silver inkstand in the shape of a curling stone, the
workmanship of Mr Law, jeweller, Edinburgh, and which the Club conceived might be
found to be suited to assist in the composition of more essays and papers which had
formerly procured for him the favourable notice and rewards of the Highland Society,
and that it might also serve when at his own fireside to remind him of the rink and
of many battles fought and won on the glassy lake during his long tenure of office.
This silver curling stone on one side of which was appended a suitable inscription
contained on the other a beautifully chaste and faithful representation of a party of
curlers contending with their proverbial keenness for the start and the execution
reflected in the opinion of all present great credit on the tact and ingenuity of the
artist.  Mr Jackson replied in a long, amusing and able speech which was received
with great cheering.  The evening was spent with great cordiality and mutual good
feeling and the dinner arrangements, made by Mr Stewart, the landlord, gave
universal satisfaction.  Many of Mr Jackson’s private friends were also present to
unite with their good wishes.  The preceding account of the dinner I copied from the
Edinburgh Advertiser of March, 9th 1839.


